
Offensive and defensive line-
man Mason Val Arsdall was se-
lected to play in the 2021 East-
West Shrine Game slated for 
Saturday, August 7, in the Bull-
dog Stadium. His football ca-
reer began when he was a third 
grader and living in Albany, Ore.  
 “I started out as a ‘Chief ’ 
playing Pop Warner football,” 
Mason laughed. It was there he 
caught the football bug, but the 
fact that his dad, Jef, and grand-
pa Jim were past Shrine players 

likely sparked his interest, too. 
 In addition to football, 
Mason played basketball and 
baseball throughout his school 
career. He has also done some 
team roping and loves to hunt 
and fish. Mason has also been 
very active in National Honor 
Society, taking part in several 
community service projects.  
 “I’m going to be playing 
baseball (he plays catcher) 
at Eastern Oregon Univer-
sity this fall and will be ma-
joring in Fisheries and Wild-
life Biology,” Mason said. 
 He shared the most 
important life skill he 
learned while playing foot-
ball is a strong work ethic.  
 “Pushing yourself to the 
limit and working hard trans-
lates into the classroom and 
a job,” he said. “I definitely 
learned that playing sports.” 
When asked about a memora-
ble moment on the field, Mason 
shared that beating Cascade in 
the playoffs when he was a ju-
nior ranks right up there at the 
top. Of course, being selected as 
a Shrine player is the best (only 
to be outdone by an East win)! 
 “I didn’t know I’d been se-
lected to play and was getting 
ready for a basketball game. 
Everyone kept coming up to 
me and saying congratulations. 

I had no idea and finally went 
over to ask my dad wheth-
er he knew I’d been chosen, 
so he looked it up online--
sure enough, I was!” he said. 
 “Everyone has told me that 
the best part of playing be-
sides the game itself, is getting 
to know amazing people and 
making lifelong friendships. 
I’m really excited about that.” 
 Mason shared some advice 
for aspiring young people want-
ing to play high school football. 
“Go at it with everything you 
have. Get good grades because 
that’s the most important thing.” 
 The East-West Shrine game 
benefits children receiving care 
at Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren. This is Oregon’s 69th 

game and as mentioned, will 
be played on August 7. The 
pre-game pageantry begins at 6 
p.m., and the game begins at 7. 
For more information, includ-
ing on associated events, visit 
www.eastwestshrinefootball.
com

BULLDOG PRIDE
Baker School District 5J

Baker High School, Baker Technical Institute, Eagle Cap Innovative High School, 

Baker Middle School, South Baker Intermediate, Brooklyn Primary, Haines, Keating 
www.baker5j.org                                                                  Volume 5, Issue 8 • July 2021

Current Resident

Bulldog Pride

Baker School District 5J
2090 Fourth St.

Baker City, OR 97814
541-524-2260

www.baker5j.org

Connect
Please "like"  Baker 
School District 5J 

on Facebook

Mason Van Arsdall to Represent 
Bulldogs in Shrine Game

Attention, Baker 
High School alumni!

Be sure to sign up on 
the alumni website to 

connect with other BHS 
grads and retired faculty!                    

www.bakerhighalumni.org/

Dates 
to 

Remember
August

2-13: Middle School 
Jump Start

9-10: In Person 
School Registration 
(online registration 
going on now through 
the Parent Portal)

10-12 & 17-19: 
Kinder Boost

30: First Day of 
School



Alumni Memories

Grant Johnson, a third-genera-
tion home builder with Sid John-
son & Company in Baker City, 
shared his experience as a mem-
ber of the 2007 East-West Shrine 
Team.

“It was a unique experience 
meeting kids from across the state 
and talking to patients at Shriners 
Hospital for Children,” Johnson 
said. 

“What I didn’t understand 
at that age was exactly what the 
Shrine game is about—the whole 
picture of what they do for kids,” 
he added.

Johnson grew up in Baker City 
and spent much of his time in the 
family business, which is located 
on Tenth Street, very close to the 
high school. 

“We went to nearly every ac-
tivity at the school, and I watched 
the Shrine game every year,” Grant 
said.

In 2007 as a Baker High School 
senior, he was selected to play in 
the Shrine game. The standout 
who played tight end and defen-
sive end also made the decision to 
walk on and try out for the Ore-
gon State University football team. 
He said the coach at OSU knew 
the Baker coach, Dave Johnson, 
and was willing to bend the rules 
a little as football camp started at 
the same time as the Shrine game. 

“You need to stay and represent 
your high school—it’s important 
that you play in the Shrine game,” 
he remembered being told.

Grant said, “I know now that 
was a pretty big deal to make that 
kind of exception. There were 
actually about three or four of 
us from the East who played in 
the Shrine game that walked on, 
which is pretty unique.”

Immediately after the game 
(which the East won handily), his 
parents drove all night to Cor-
vallis: and when he woke up, he 
tried out for the university team. 
Grant red-shirted his freshman 
year, started for three years, and 
lettered for four at OSU.

Thinking back on his high 
school academic career and about 
what might apply to students now, 
Grant encourages students to con-
sider opportunities in the trades. 

“Everybody’s different. A four-
year college degree isn’t for every-
one. Welding, construction…and 
other trades. There are so many 
jobs that pay really well and don’t 
require a college degree, including 
here in Baker City. But they do 
require a strong work ethic, and 
that is one thing that football and 
these kinds of classes really teach. 
I didn’t always know I wanted to 
return to Baker, and it took expe-
riences away from our beautiful 
area to understand this is where 
I wanted to be.  I believe this is 
an important part of being an 
integral part of our community; 
having experiences outside of our 
local area to bring back and share 
with future generations.”

Grant reflected a little more 
on his experience playing in the 
Shrine game. 

“I remember that it was real-
ly hot! We got after them pretty 
good, though. Ya, I think we beat 
them bad. My college roommate 
was the quarterback for the West, 
and he remembers being beat up. 
We had a lot of state champions 
on the East team that year and 
being from Baker, you take pride 
in doing well,” Grant concluded. 

Grant Johnson is married to his 
wife, Kate, who teaches Middle 
School Science, and they have two 
children, Lucas who is three and 
Amelia who is one. The couple 
returned to Baker City in 2014.

Alumni Grant Johnson 
Shares Memories as a 

Shrine Player

Riley Shaw (right) is pictured with Evelyn Armenta 

Landa (left) from Milton-Freewater, who was one of 

the EOTA Student Board mentors, during the ‘coating’ 

ceremony.

Congratulations to Riley Shaw, who participated in 
the Eastern Oregon Teacher Academy (EOTA) at 
Eastern Oregon University, which serves to bring 
the best and brightest together to learn about the 
teaching profession. EOTA is specifically geared 
towards high school students considering a degree 
in teaching and current paraprofessionals who 
wish to earn a teaching degree.

Congratulations,
Riley Shaw!

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty!   www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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Attention! 
Baker School District 

will be purchasing all school 
supplies other than backpacks 
for grades K-6 this school year.



Fred Dobbs- you Fred Dobbs- you 
are FANTASTIC!  are FANTASTIC!  

Thank you for the back-Thank you for the back-
breaking work you put in each breaking work you put in each 
day delivering all of our pack-day delivering all of our pack-
ages, mail, and files.  You also ages, mail, and files.  You also 
put in so many hours helping put in so many hours helping 
move furniture from building move furniture from building 
to building, AND you do it to building, AND you do it 
with a smile! with a smile! THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

-Calli Gulick-Calli Gulick

Shout out to Shout out to 
Kim Ogan in Kim Ogan in 
the Baker SD the Baker SD 
5-J Payroll 5-J Payroll 
and Benefits and Benefits 
DepartmentDepartment

She is someone who works She is someone who works 
behibehind the scenes, but we nd the scenes, but we 
would certainly be in a bind would certainly be in a bind 
without her! I appreciate her without her! I appreciate her 
amazing knowledge and great amazing knowledge and great 
communication in all she communication in all she 
does. She never disappoints does. She never disappoints 
when I have a question about when I have a question about 
my pay stub or other areas of my pay stub or other areas of 
concern regarding our bene-concern regarding our bene-
fits.  Thanks, Kim!           fits.  Thanks, Kim!           

                                                    -Juli-Julie Gentrye Gentry

Shout out to Shout out to 
Trap Team Trap Team 
CoachesCoaches

I just want to give Coach I just want to give Coach 
Kimball andKimball and the other trap  the other trap 
team coaches a huge shout team coaches a huge shout 
out for all their hard work this out for all their hard work this 
season. We are so thankful season. We are so thankful 
for everyone who supported for everyone who supported 
starting the Baker Trap Team. starting the Baker Trap Team. 
The kids had such a great The kids had such a great 

season, and I know there was season, and I know there was 
a lot of planning, fundraising, a lot of planning, fundraising, 
and coordinating to make it and coordinating to make it 
all happen. We can’t wait until all happen. We can’t wait until 
next year.      next year.      

                                        -Cynthia-Cynthia Norton   Norton  

Shout out to all Shout out to all 
the music the music 
students at students at 
BMS and BHSBMS and BHS  

We basically squeezed an en-We basically squeezed an en-
tirtire concert season into about e concert season into about 
a month and a half. Those stu-a month and a half. Those stu-
dents were being worked hard dents were being worked hard 
by their directors, but stepped by their directors, but stepped 
up to the challenge and deliv-up to the challenge and deliv-
ered the goods--both live and ered the goods--both live and 
virtually!         virtually!         

  -Dylan Francesconi-Dylan Francesconi

Shout out to Shout out to 
Mrs. LattinMrs. Lattin

MrsMrs. Lattin, thanks for all . Lattin, thanks for all 
you do to make each child feel you do to make each child feel 
important and proud.important and proud.

Happy graduation to all Kin-Happy graduation to all Kin-
dergarten students!dergarten students!

-Sh-Sharon Painearon Paine

This shout-out This shout-out 
goes to Julie goes to Julie 
Homan!Homan!
   Thank you, Julie, for the    Thank you, Julie, for the 
beautbeautiful cards you created to iful cards you created to 
meet a heartfelt need in our meet a heartfelt need in our 
district family. district family. 
     We appreciate the beauty      We appreciate the beauty 
and polished look you give and polished look you give 
your creations. your creations. 
     Thank you, again, for doing      Thank you, again, for doing 
such amazing work!such amazing work!
     You are appreciated.      You are appreciated. 
                    -Debra Anderson                    -Debra Anderson

Shout 
Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teach-

ers, parents, community members - anyone who 

wants to recognize someone for a job well done. 

Submissions can be 100 words or less. Email 

entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.
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Shout out to Shout out to 
Tanner Denne and Tanner Denne and 
Dylan Estabrooks Dylan Estabrooks 
in the music in the music 
departmentdepartment

These two reached out to These two reached out to 
coocoordinate a BMS choir and rdinate a BMS choir and 
band performance for our Pre-K band performance for our Pre-K 
through sixth grade students. through sixth grade students. 
They brought the show to us---They brought the show to us---
from the students to the risers to from the students to the risers to 

the instruments. We had a full concert of our very own. the instruments. We had a full concert of our very own. 
This was a high energy, exciting, and truly engaging perfor-This was a high energy, exciting, and truly engaging perfor-

mance that had our kids waving their arms and tapping their mance that had our kids waving their arms and tapping their 
feet! The BMS students brought their A game and put on a tru-feet! The BMS students brought their A game and put on a tru-
ly wonderful show for our kids. We are grateful to Mr. Denne ly wonderful show for our kids. We are grateful to Mr. Denne 
and Mr. Estabrooks for making this concert happen for us!and Mr. Estabrooks for making this concert happen for us!

-Mrs. Collier -Mrs. Collier 

Congratulations to recent graduate Maggie Mackenzie 
who placed first in the girls’ cutting horse competition at 
state. She will have competed at the High School Nation-
al competition July 18-24 in Lincoln, Nebraska (we will 
publish the results in the next issue). Also qualifying were 
juniors Kylie Siddoway and Dyson Robb, and sophomore 
Clark Martin.
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For a quick link to 
the Head Start 
application for 

pre-schoolers, scan 
the QR code:

“It was always my goal to return to  
Baker—I love the Baker City area and specif-
ically chose a career that would allow me to 
live here. I wanted to be able to give back to 
people throughout all of Baker County,” said 
Dr. Nathan Defrees, a physician at Eastern 
Oregon Medical Associates.

Dr. Defrees grew up on a cattle ranch just 
outside of Sumpter, and his parents are Sharon 
and Dean Defrees. Sharon is a beloved and now 
retired Biology teacher from BHS. Dr. Defrees 
attended South Baker, Churchill in the sixth 
grade, Middle School, and was a 2003 graduate 
of Baker High School.

“I thought about a lot of different options 
during my high school career. As a freshman 
at Oregon State University, I selected mechan-
ical engineering as a major, but then changed 
to biology and chemistry. It was during that 
time I decided I wanted to pursue a career in 
medicine. Following graduation, I took some 
time and returned home to work on the ranch 
before attending medical school at Oregon 

Health Sciences University,” he said.
Dr. Defrees is married to his wife, Jess, and 

they have two daughters, Roslyn age two and 
Sloan age five. He continues to spend much of 
his free time helping his family on the ranch.

‘When I’m not doing that, I work on remod-
eling our house and spend time with my wife 
and children enjoying the outdoors. We love 
camping, skiing, and exploring Baker County,” 
he said.

“I really appreciate the education I received 
throughout my school years,” he noted. When 
asked about a favorite teacher or two, he men-
tioned Terri Axness who taught at Churchill 
and, of course, his favorite Biology teacher, 
Mrs. Defrees.

Dr. Defrees offered this suggestion to  
students who think they’d like to return as 
he did to the Baker City area. “Work hard on 
the things you care about, and you can find a 
way to make that happen. There are plenty of  
opportunities here.”

Giving Back to Baker

New Citizens’ 

Bond Oversight 

Committee Formed

Recently, the Baker School District board approved 
and charged a new independent, citizen-led bond over-
sight committee to monitor the delivery of the proposed 
bond program to ensure accountability, fiscal transpar-
ency, and community trust. The superintendent will 
serve as the direct liaison to the group, which will also 
provide periodic updates to the community and school 
board.

The committee’s work will include helping to select 
general contractors, architects, and vendors; reviewing 
financial statements, project scope, construction docu-
ments, and bid solicitations; inspecting school facilities 
and grounds; recommending policies and procedures to 
enhance accountability; communicating bond project 
progress; and helping inform program decisions.

The 11-member bond oversight committee will be 
comprised of the following individuals: Jess Blatchford, 
Liz Burton, Kevin Cassidy, Nathan Defrees, Josey Gaslin, 
Loran Joseph, Katie Lamb, Dave Lindley, Bruce Nichols, 
Phil Stone, and Deon Strommer.

Committee members span a wide range of expertise, 
including community involvement, business leadership, 
finance, construction, long-range facility planning, and 
infrastructure project management.

“We are thankful for the willingness of these new com-
mittee members to serve in such an important capaci-
ty,” says Superintendent Witty. “A school bond measure 
hasn’t passed locally since 1948, and we are excited for 
the community to be part of this important revitaliza-
tion of local schools.”

About the Baker School District
Nationally recognized Baker School District 5J (BSD) is a major 
employer in Baker City, OR, serving 1,700 students locally with 
an additional 3,000 online students across the state of Oregon. 
Through enterprising, collaborative endeavors, BSD is creating 
an innovative educational foundation for future Oregonians. BSD 
believes strong school collaboration with local partners enables 
us to create vibrant communities that support lifelong learners.

Dr. Nathan Defrees and family
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Kate Hill has been an entrepreneur since she 
was eight. Now the established business owner 
of Kate’s Farmstand located on her family’s farm, 
she is entering the sixth grade at Haines Elemen-
tary this fall.

She’s been a “Hawk” since pre-school and says 
her favorite activity at school is P.E.

“I was helping my dad one day and saw a fruit 
punch stand. I told him I wanted to have my 
own stand and sell lemonade and asparagus. I 
thought they sounded good together,” she said.

Like most businesses, Kate’s farmstand had 
humble beginnings. She only had a card table 
and a shade canopy. One day it was particular-
ly windy and rainy, and she was holding on to 
one corner of the canopy to keep it from blowing 
away. A contractor friend of the family’s, Jake 
Myers, stopped by to purchase some lemonade.  
He told her it was about time she had a proper 
farmstand and told her to look at Pinterest with 
her parents and pick a style she liked.

The next day, they perused through all the 
farmstand pictures on Pinterest until she found 
“the one.”  Kerns Rainbow Ranch donated the 
old barn wood and tin, windows were donat-
ed by Jake Myers, and the door was donated by 
Grandma Lynne Hill. It took a couple of months, 
but finally Kate had her stand, which houses her 
seasonal produce, pickled items, freeze dried 
spices, barbeque sauce, strawberries (a custom-
er favorite), and, of course, asparagus and lem-
onade. Much of her produce comes from their 
farm, which includes packaged black beans that 
were grown in a field just north of her house.

Kate’s  got her customer service and market-

ing skills down pat. “I wave at people who are 
passing by, and a lot of times they’ll turn around 
and come in. I’ve learned—wave, and they’ll 
stop by,” she said.

When asked if she has advice for other kids 
who want to open a business she said, “Start 
small.”

Her grandma, Sheila Buxton, who moved to 
Baker City from the west side of the state, helps 
her granddaughter, along with Kate’s faithful 
Border Collie, Meg. Kate says that sometimes it 
gets hard when there are a lot of people at once.

“People are so generous to her and often leave 
tips,” Mrs. Buxton said.

Dana Buxton, Kate’s mom, said that she is al-
lowed to spend half of her profits on whatever 
she would like. The other half stays put in her 
savings account and goes to continuing educa-
tion.

“She’s hardly spent any of it. Once in a while, 
she will pay to take some friends or her grandma 
to the movie or dinner,” Dana said.

Kate is also involved in 4-H and has a steer 
named, “Red Dragon”, which she will show at 
the Baker Fair.

This next year is her last at Haines Elementary. 
“Then I’ll be a Bulldog!” she exclaimed. She says 
she made lots of friends at school, and the teach-
ers are very nice.

Those interested in meeting Kate and sup-
porting her farmstand can shop from 4-6 p.m. 
on Thursdays.

It’s located at 43421 Pocahontas Road, approx-
imately 11 miles west of Baker City.

Pickles, Peppers, and 
Asparagus Galore!

Kate Hill and her Grandma Sheila Buxton

Carley Mae 
just might 
be one of the 
luckiest dogs 
in the world.

Her proud 
owner, ten-
year-old Kay-
tee Zinn, al-
ways wanted a 
dog but at first 
her mom and 
dad said, “No.”

She didn’t 
give up, and it 
resulted in a 
conversat ion 
with her dad about how she would be able to earn enough 
money to pay for the dog she wanted, for all its food, veteri-
nary bills, toys, and grooming.

They came up with a plan. She would go into business 
making bird houses with her dad and sell them.

He owns a lot of woodworking tools and helps his daugh-
ter design them and put them together.

Kaytee explained, “We each build half.”
“I do all the cutting of the boards,” said her dad, who sug-

gested that he’d like her to keep all her fingers.
“I built her a jig so she could put them together, and then 

she drives the screws,” he added.
The birdhouses have a few different designs, which are 

burned into the wood with a laser. She chooses what she 
likes…sunflowers, birds, and other images, and Dad handles 
the burning.

Kaytee started selling the birdhouses in the fall of 2019 
and managed to earn enough to purchase her Golden Doo-
dle, which cost $850. Carley Mae was the one she chose.

“I got a good deal because she wasn’t registered. The other 
ones sell for about $1,250,” Kaytee said.

From her sales, she is able to afford everything Carley Mae 
needs all on her own.

Kaytee will be starting the fifth grade this fall and attends 
Haines Elementary. She likes recess and science best: and in 
fact, likes to spend time collecting bugs. On the afternoon 
of the interview, she’d spent hours finding spider nests and 
earwigs.

“I just look at them and turn them loose,” she said.
Kaytee has managed to teach the very wiggly Carley Mae 

some tricks.
“She shakes hands, gives high fives, lays down, crawls, and 

some other things,” she said. “Carley Mae likes our three 
cats, but they don’t really like her. She likes to chase.”

If the birds in your backyard are ready for some new digs 
and if you’d like to help keep Carley Mae fed, groomed and 
happy, stop by any time to pick up your birdhouse. It’s a 
self-pay, and you can choose the one you want. The special 
hand-crafted houses are only $20 and can be found at 42893 
Pocahontas Road.

Carley Mae and Kaytee’s 
Birdhouse Business
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Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the district

Trace Grove, Austin  & Carter Radford,  Boston Lager, Quill Burton

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and 
retired faculty!   www.bakerhighalumni.org/

Clay Frederickson 

Neva Martin, a 4-H’er who attends Haines El-
ementary, won the flower arranging contest 
at the OSU Extension Office held on June 28. 
Flower arranging is the art of organizing the 
design elements of plant material and other 
components according to artistic principles 
to achieve beauty, harmony, distinction, and 
expression. What a great job she did, too.

Kindergarten Grads!

Attention! Baker School District 
will be purchasing all school 
supplies other than backpacks 
for grades K-6 this school year.

Baker Summer Academy 



Heavy Highway Construction Pre-
Apprenticeship program for women

Keating Elementary students 
enjoy a fun time at Catherine 
Creek State Park on the last     

day of school

Bike for the Health of itGolf for the Health of it

Baker FridayPlus Kids 
are loving playing with 
the new giant chess set!

Giant Chess Set

Gauge Bloomer (top of podium) 
was the state champion 

in the 185 lb. weight class

Baker Early Learning 
Center Receives 
$1.4 Million From 
State Legislature

Baker 5J Public Information and Com-
munication Coordinator, Lindsey Ben-
nington-McDowell said about the recently 
allocated $1.4 million dollars from the 
state legislature, “We anticipate using the 
money to finish moving modulars to the 
BELC campus for use as the new commu-
nity childcare center (run by the YMCA), 
to complete construction of a playground 
on the BELC campus, and to install a new 
HVAC system in the main BELC building. 
The HVAC system was previously part of 
the bond projects; the savings will help us 
hedge against rising inflation, so that we 
can still hopefully complete all the projects 
previously planned for those dollars.

We are so grateful for the advocacy of 
Senator Findley and Rep. Owens!”

Hayden Churchfield 
graduated from Keating 

Elementary and is headed 
to the Middle School

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to                
connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty!                  

www.bakerhighalumni.org/

Youth Construction Camp

Max Jacoby

Brianna Stadler (far left) won the State Championship 
in the 100Bfly and 200IM.
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