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Angelina Tennent and 007 Help Raise Over $20,000 
for Portland Shriners Hospital for Children

Recent BHS graduate Angelina Tennant loves cattle.  
Although she has not been showing for as long as many others in 
FFA, she has experienced a great deal of success thanks to many 
community members who have given her support. She owns the 
Overall Supreme Champion Female, has placed well in market 
classes, and at this year’s fair was the Round Robin Showmanship 
contest winner.

Earlier in the year, Angelina’s steer was selected by the Shrine 
Committee to be auctioned during the Shrine game. The Baker 

County Cattlemen and Cattlewomen have a longstanding tra-
dition of supporting the Shriners, and each year the committee  
selects a steer which is auctioned off multiple times during half-
time of the game. They purchase it from an FFA or 4-H member 
and look for a steer with a quiet and gentle temperament, as it 
will be required to ride on a float in the parade and be led in front 
of hundreds of people.  Each year, the sale of the steer generates 
thousands of dollars for the hospital.

But like many of us, there is much more to Angelina’s story.
Angelina said her parents were immigrants, and she first  

entered foster care when she was three and a half months old. 
For years, she was shuffled from home to home and was in and 
out of the system for the majority of her childhood. Her mother 
passed away, and for a time she was reunited with family. After 
four years, she again was put in foster care, and finally was adopt-
ed by her parents, Kelli and Brady Tennent.

“Some of the homes were good, but most were not.  It was up 
to the kids to take care of the younger ones, and I helped raise a 
lot of them. Throughout my school years it sometimes was hard 
to make friends. I was so used to having to move that I held back, 
and when friends found out about my life, they often pulled 
away,” Angelina said.

At Baker High School, Angelina found Bibiana Gifft, her FFA 
and Ag instructor.

“She was able to comfort me. Not by saying ‘everything’s  
going to be okay’ but by listening and understanding. She showed 

me empathy, not sympathy,” said Angelina.
The 2021 Baker High School graduate loves to work. She has 

built a small cattle herd and is employed as a waitress in a local 
restaurant. She kept her FFA steer at a ranch on Sutton Creek (she 
lives in Sumpter), and each day drove to feed, care for, and prac-
tice with him at 6:30 a.m. and then again at 6:30 p.m.

“I love cattle. And working is all I want to do. I always have to 
be doing something,” she said.

007 is her steer’s name. “I just had to name him that since it’s 
what was on his ear tag.” She bought him from Mark Coomer, 
and he is half Galloway and half Angus.

She added, “He’s probably the most stubborn steer I’ve worked 
with, so it took a lot of practice.”

Angelina was excited about being chosen but also was pretty 
nervous.

“I kept thinking about riding on a float with a steer going 
down the street in front of all those people. And knowing I’d have 
to lead him out on to the football field during the game. But I am 
really happy to have the opportunity to help all those kids,” she 
said. Angelina’s fears were allayed, as 007 behaved like a champ 
for the whole event.

This fall Angelina will be attending Treasure Valley Commu-
nity College and studying Animal Science and Ag Education.

She is excited about her future and said, “I grew up a long 
time ago.”

The National Association of Agricul-
tural Educators has selected the Baker FFA 
Program as its national winner for Region 
I, being named the “Outstanding Middle/
Secondary Ag Education Program.” Region 
I consists of Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, 
and Utah. 

Bibiana Gifft and Nicole Merchant are 
the Ag instructors and FFA advisors for 
Baker Technical Institute, teaching approx- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

imately 200 7th-12th grade students.
Almost half of the students live in town 

and do not compete in the county fair. How-
ever, there are many opportunities for learn-
ing and growth, including the Agri-Science  
Research Fair in which students select re-
search projects based on their interest. In 
addition to the research, they learn techni-
cal writing which is an important skill. In 
fact, middle school student Lance Kerns 
was recently selected as a national finalist 
for his research on food storage for toma-
toes. He will be interviewing in September, 
and will learn of the results at the National 
Convention in October.

“Leadership opportunities are some-
times overlooked in FFA,” said Bibiana. 
“There are many, and students learn to be 
polished and well-spoken.” 

Job interviewing is a very pertinent skill, 

and one taught in FFA. Baker FFA mem-
ber, Kylie Siddoway qualified for nationals 
in this area and is currently interviewing.  
Bibiana shared that her sister quite  
frequently conducts interviews and can  
always tell if someone has past FFA experi-
ence. Recently, at the conclusion of an ex-
ceptionally well-done interview, she asked 
the individual if they had been an FFA 
member—and sure enough, she was right!

The greenhouse program is also very 
popular with students, and there are many 
opportunities to learn business and market-
ing skills, as well plant growing techniques 
and diseases. Nicole Merchant oversees 
the greenhouse operations, and it is over-
flowing with interested students who take  
advantage of the unique opportunity.

Baker FFA Chapter members who  
decide to compete in the fair consistently 

do well in market classes, showmanship, 
and judging.

Baker FFA Selected as Region 1 National Program of the Year
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Nicole Merchant (left) and Bibiana Gifft are 
FFA advisors and Ag instructors at BTI. Their 
program was named as the Region I National 

Program of the Year.

Angelina Tennent’s steer 007 was auctioned off multiple times 
during halftime, raising $20,100 for the children’s hospital. The 

winner was Greg Jenkins, past Shrine Game Chairman and 
current Grand Master Mason for the State of Oregon.



Elizabeth Timm proudly wore Elizabeth Timm proudly wore 
her late great grandmother’s white her late great grandmother’s white 
buckskin dress and danced at her buckskin dress and danced at her 
tribe’s annual powwow in July tribe’s annual powwow in July 
which took place in Southern Ore-which took place in Southern Ore-
gon. Her family is one of the “seven gon. Her family is one of the “seven 
feathers” (families) which make up feathers” (families) which make up 
the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua 
Tribe of Indians. Tribe of Indians. 

Three generations of her family Three generations of her family 
were represented. were represented. 

Elizabeth first danced when she Elizabeth first danced when she 
was three or four years old, and was three or four years old, and 
according to her grandma Wanda according to her grandma Wanda 
Ballard, became quite taken with Ballard, became quite taken with 
the ceremony.the ceremony.

“The powwow is a weeklong, and “The powwow is a weeklong, and 
there are logs placed in a square for there are logs placed in a square for 
the dancing. There are six types of the dancing. There are six types of 
dancing, and the one I participate dancing, and the one I participate 
in is the Women’s Traditional,” said in is the Women’s Traditional,” said 
Liz. Liz. 

In addition to the white buck-In addition to the white buck-
skin dress which belonged to her skin dress which belonged to her 
great-grandmother, Rena Cox, the great-grandmother, Rena Cox, the 
eldest of the tribal members before eldest of the tribal members before 
her death, Liz wore a shawl and a her death, Liz wore a shawl and a 
carried a fan of feathers. Her sis-carried a fan of feathers. Her sis-
ter Emma, mom Mercy, Grandma ter Emma, mom Mercy, Grandma 
Wanda Ballard, and many cousins Wanda Ballard, and many cousins 
also danced during different parts also danced during different parts 

of the ceremony.of the ceremony.
“The Women’s Traditional is not “The Women’s Traditional is not 

a dance like the others. It’s more a dance like the others. It’s more 
like a skip. Some of the other danc-like a skip. Some of the other danc-
es are the Men’s Traditional, and the es are the Men’s Traditional, and the 
Ribbon, Jingle, and Grass Dances. Ribbon, Jingle, and Grass Dances. 
The Jingle and Grass Dances are the The Jingle and Grass Dances are the 
ones I like watching the best and ones I like watching the best and 
are the most exciting!” Liz said. are the most exciting!” Liz said. 

She shared there is a significance She shared there is a significance 
to the white dress. to the white dress. 

“In the line they go ahead of “In the line they go ahead of 
the tan and brown buckskin dress-the tan and brown buckskin dress-
es and are considered to be more es and are considered to be more 
pure,” Liz explained. Rena Cox pure,” Liz explained. Rena Cox 
had other dresses, but this one was had other dresses, but this one was 
made especially for her. made especially for her. 

In addition to the dancing, there In addition to the dancing, there 
is an annual salmon feed. After the is an annual salmon feed. After the 
dinner, the men and boys put the dinner, the men and boys put the 
bones back into the river which is bones back into the river which is 
part of the tradition. part of the tradition. 

“The women and girls aren’t  “The women and girls aren’t  
allowed to participate in this,” said allowed to participate in this,” said 
Liz.Liz.

She also enjoys swimming and She also enjoys swimming and 
playing in the South Umpqua Falls. playing in the South Umpqua Falls. 

“It’s fun to jump off the rocks. “It’s fun to jump off the rocks. 
There is also a part of the river There is also a part of the river 
which has one big, solid rock with which has one big, solid rock with 
tunnels which have created “bath-tunnels which have created “bath-
tubs” within the rock. Kind of like tubs” within the rock. Kind of like 
big hot tubs. They are about five to big hot tubs. They are about five to 
seven feet deep. It’s really fun,” she seven feet deep. It’s really fun,” she 
said.said.

Her grandma Wanda said, “There Her grandma Wanda said, “There 
is a significance to everything. They is a significance to everything. They 
strive to keep the heritage. The tee-strive to keep the heritage. The tee-
pees are set up in a special way and pees are set up in a special way and 
only certain things are placed on only certain things are placed on 
them. Regalia is very important to them. Regalia is very important to 
the tribe.”the tribe.”

Liz’s uncle John Cox is a com-Liz’s uncle John Cox is a com-
petitive dancer and storyteller and petitive dancer and storyteller and 
made a presentation to her class at made a presentation to her class at 
Haines Elementary when she was Haines Elementary when she was 
in the fourth grade. She is now en-in the fourth grade. She is now en-
tering the 7th grade at Baker Mid-tering the 7th grade at Baker Mid-
dle School.dle School.

“I like going to the powwow for “I like going to the powwow for 
Grandma Rena and wearing her Grandma Rena and wearing her 
dress. Everyone asks about it, and it dress. Everyone asks about it, and it 

makes me feel good. And it makes makes me feel good. And it makes 
Grandma (Wanda) happy to see me Grandma (Wanda) happy to see me 
dance in it,” said Elizabeth.dance in it,” said Elizabeth.

Honoring the Heritage

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty!   www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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Masks are Safe and 

Effective at Reducing 

the Spread of Illness

According to the Centers for Disease Control, 
“Research supports that mask wearing has no sig-
nificant adverse health effects for wearers...Mask use 
has been found to be safe and is not associated with 
clinically significant impacts on respiration or gas 
exchange. Adopting universal masking policies can 
help avert future lockdowns, especially if combined 
with other non-pharmaceutical interventions such 
as social distancing, hand hygiene, and adequate 
ventilation.” 

Dr. Eric Lamb, Baker County Health Officer, 
agrees that face coverings help reduce transmission 
of COVID-19. According to Dr. Lamb, widespread 
vaccination is the quickest way out of the current 
pandemic; but until vaccination is available to those 
under 12 years old, masks and other layered inter-
ventions are our best tools to combat the spread of 
COVID-19 in K-12 schools.

Attention! 
Baker School District will be 

purchasing all school 
supplies other than backpacks for 

grades K-6 this school year.

Update: General Obligation Bond

Eleven banks bid during the private $4 million 
general obligation bond sale process, which was 
chosen over a public sale process largely due to pro-
jected tax payer savings; and the projected levy rate 
is $0.61/$1,000 Assessed Value, a savings from the 
originally estimated $0.66/$1,000 Assessed Value. A 
private sale process was an option given the dollar 
amount and length of the bond. 

The school district’s Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee met for the first time on July 20, 2021. 
At that meeting, committee members reviewed 
their roles and responsibilities, received an update 
on the bond sale, went over the bond project list and 
cost estimates, and nominated representatives to sit 
on the Project Manager selection committee.

At the school board meeting on Thursday, August 
5, board members approved the recommendation 
of the Project Manager selection committee with 
an Intent to Award the Project Manager contract to 
Wenaha Group, a well-respected construction man-
agement and consulting firm that has also managed 
other projects for the school district.

Elizabeth Timm and Cousin Maddie Cox

Rena Cox

Emma and Elizabeth Timm



Thanks for helping!
A special shout out to the little 
girl on my bus who helped 
comfort another girl who was 
upset. Not only was this kind, 
but helped me focus on keep-
ing my eyes on the road!
--Bekki Hurley, Bus Driver

A Shout Out to 
Susan Myers!
Susan’s enthusiasm for her 
job is recognizable when you 
watch her work with her stu-
dents. She has a true passion 
for teaching students valuable 
life skills. Her classroom runs 
three very successful business-
es for the school district: Mar-
la’s Mall, Bulldog Bubbles, 
and Bulldog Blender. She has 
done all of this while having 
to move her location multiple 
times. Thank you Susan for all 
you do.
--Candace Hoskins, Case 
Manager K-12 Grade Special 
Education 

Shout Outs to 
Angela Lattin and 
Jim Tomlinson!
I would like to give a big 
shout out to Angela Lattin and 
the Summer School/Reading 
Program. Also, a shout out to 
my buddy Jim Thomlinson! 
He reached out to see if I 
would like to read with kids in 
the summer program. If you 
have never volunteered to do 
this, I highly recommend it to 
anyone. It is truly one of the 
biggest joys, and trust me, you 
gain almost more from it than 
the students you are helping! 
It is a wonderful experience 
and talk about getting ten 

fold back... you really have 
to experience the joy both the 
student and you get from this 
wonderful experience! If you 
can’t read with your grand-
kids, read with someone else’s.  
Thank you for giving me this 
wonderful opportunity! 
--CJ Gray, District Assess-
ment/Student Services Coordi-
nator

Hip Hip Hooray!
Shout out to Nicole Miller 
for all her exceptional work 
getting the new Library at 
BHS ready for the school year. 
Countless hours of demo, 
paint, assembly, and more will 
go a long way toward a suc-
cessful start to a new school 
year. 

Summer School 
Shout-out 
Thanks to all the staff and 
students who have put in the 
hard work over the summer. 
Lots of time and energy went 
into getting the work done and 
bettering the situation for the 
next school year. It’s not easy 
to come in over the summer, 
but I’m proud of the commit-
ment to getting back on track!

Thank you to the custodial 
staff at BHS for all the extra 
work you have done in prep 
for the school year. Stuart, 
Summer, Tina, and Glenda 
have all been asked to do a 
little extra this year in antic-
ipation of a ‘fresh start,’ and 
this work will make all the dif-
ference as we get back to what 
we hope will be a great year! 
--Skye Flanagan, 
High School Principal

A big shout out 
to Amanda Wilson 
and Rochelle 
Adams!
Thank you to these great 
paraprofessionals at Brooklyn 
and South Baker for doing 
a tremendous job of making 
sure students got on the right 
buses. Another shout out to 
Wayne Paxton for keeping the 
buses mechanically fit, and the 
extra effort to make certain 
bus routes are safe to drive 
after winter storms.
--Lynn Perkins, Bus Driver

Shout out to 
Candice Hoskins 
and the YTP crew 
Thank you for taking care 
of some of the weeds at the 
BELC. It’s amazing how 
pulling a few weeds makes 
the place look so much better. 
Your community service is 
appreciated. 

Shout out to the BSD5J 
maintenance and custodial 
crews. This group has been 
running all summer to get 
all the schools in the district 
ready to go. It’s important to 
remember all the work that 
happens in the background to 
prepare for school in the fall. 

Huge thanks to Sandy Harper, 
Kim Ogan, Rebekka Koettel, 
Cathy Martin, and Lisa Young 
for all the background work 
that goes into getting Summer 
Academy up and running. 
From on boarding, to payroll, 
to answering phone calls, and 
reserving rooms. You are all 
appreciated!

Shout 
Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teach-

ers, parents, community members - anyone who 

wants to recognize someone for a job well done. 

Submissions can be 100 words or less. Email 

entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.
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Shout out to Toni Nickell and 
Meghan Nilsen for helping 
set up the sensory path at the 
BELC and to Doug McAlister 
for installing the path. A spe-
cial thanks goes to Lincoln 
Anderson for test running the 
path to make sure everything 
was spaced perfectly. 

Shout out to Ellen Dentinger 
for dealing with constant 
student information system 

questions and concerns 
during Summer Academy, 
and for solving every single 
problem. I’m thankful we 
have an expert! And, I appre-
ciate all that I’ve learned this 
summer from Ellen!
--Angela Lattin
Baker Early Learning 
Center Director
Auxiliary Programming 
Director

Bulldog Stadium looked spectacular!
A huge shout out to Curtis Dunn and the entire maintenance 
team for all the hours and labor invested to make sure Bull-
dog Stadium looked spectacular for the 68th Annual East-
West Shrine Game!
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For a quick link to the 
Head Start application 
for pre-schoolers, scan 

the QR code:

Debby Schoeningh, a 
1976 graduate of Bak-
er High School says to 
people who have always 
dreamed of writing a 
book, “Just do it. The 
best time is now.”

Debby’s taken her own 
advice and has self-pub-
lished six books to date.

Her latest, “Twisted 
Cow Tales,” is a compi-
lation of the best stories 
from her three previous 
books about the hu-
morous side of living 
and working on a cattle 
ranch. She has also writ-
ten two children’s books 
which were illustrated 
by Margaret Brown (also 
know as Marge Mayes), 
who is remembered for 
the cartoon-styled paintings on business windows 
during Miners Jubilee.

Debby wanted to become a photographer and 
took journalism and photography elective courses 
in high school. She spent as much time as she could 
working in the darkroom developing and printing 
photos for the school newspaper and yearbook. 
She said subjects like math and science didn’t al-
ways keep her interest because she gravitated to-
ward more creative outlets, but thought Dennis 
Axness was a great teacher who made biology fun.

“I adored my language arts teacher Barbara Cash 
because she always found something to like about 
my stories, no matter how silly they were. One time 
she even shared a script with me that she had writ-
ten for the popular TV series Starsky and Hutch. 
She was one of the few teachers who I felt comfort-
able visiting with after class,” Debby said.

She added, “I worked after school at a photog-
raphy studio, Duncan Studios in Baker City, and 
later for the Baker City Herald as a darkroom 
tech. I had visions of becoming a photographer for 
National Geographic Magazine, but life went on, 
things changed, and I worked as an assistant for a 
chiropractor who sent me to school to become an 
x-ray technician.”

She liked that job, but missed the creativity that 
photography allowed. She contacted the editor of 
the Baker City Herald and asked if he would be 
interested in using her photos in the newspaper. 
He said perhaps, but she would need to be able to 
write something to go along with them. Her then 
non-existent writing skills were polished, and she 
became a stringer for the Herald.

Debby said, “I found that I loved writing and be-
came a full-time freelance writer for various news-
papers and magazines including the Capital Press, 

Ruralite, and the Oregon 
Business Magazine.”

She became a typeset-
ter for The Record-Cou-
rier and later served 
as its editor for many 
years. Following its clo-
sure, Debby went back 
to freelance writing and 
currently works remote-
ly as an editor and ana-
lyst for a compliance and 
investigation firm based 
in California.

“I enjoy it, but it is a 
more analytical style of 
writing and editing, so 
I keep working on my 
books for the creative 
outlet that it offers,” 
Debby said. She is cur-
rently working on a hu-
morous mystery novel as 

time allows. 
Debby concluded by saying, “I can’t stress enough 

that writing is more about the journey and how it 
makes you feel to write down your thoughts, things 
only you can imagine, and even history through 
your eyes – no one can tell your story like you!” 

She and her husband Mike currently live on the 
family ranch located at the base of the Elkhorns 
near the Anthony Lakes Highway. Debby enjoys 
the four seasons the area has to offer and takes the 
opportunity to photograph on her walks, to snow-
shoe and garden. 

Debby’s books are available on Amazon and her 
website address is www.thecountrysidepress.com.

The Best Time to Write a Book? Now. Establishing a Quiet Zone
The Baker 5J School Board decided to support the Quiet 
Zone effort at the July board meeting and signed a letter 
of support. They asked for more information regarding 
the monetary support requested for additional necessary 
safety measures at the crossing(s) near South Baker In-
termediate School.

What’s a Quiet Zone?

• A section of rail line that contains one or more con-
secutive public crossings where train horns are not 
routinely sounded.
• Since 2005, the Federal Railroad Administration has 
allowed towns to create Quiet Zones, and the agency 
ensures they are safe.
• There are several hundred Quiet Zones across the 
United States, including La Grande as of 2019-2020.

How loud are train horns?

• 96-110 decibels: Hazardous to Highly Hazardous
•  4 times per crossing
• 5 public crossings
• Lots of trains/day

Do the train horns impact our kids at school?

Horn blasts have been measured at 110 dB at South 
Baker Intermediate.
Chronic noise affects child development and may have 
lifelong effects on educational attainment.
• Study: Classrooms exposed to loud train noise fell 
behind in reading.
• Hazardous noise damages hearing and induces a 
stress response in the body. 
• Hearing loss and stress both impair speech perception 
(limiting the effectiveness of teacher instruction)
• Chronic stress can lead to chronic diseases.
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On Wednesday, July 21, Baker School District partic-
ipated in a pooled sale of pension obligation bonds with 
21 other school districts. The district sold $19.6 million of 
the total $660 million sale. The 19 year bonds were pop-
ular with investors, reflecting the strong credit reputation 
of Oregon school districts. At the end of the initial order 
period, there were over $1.8 billion in orders for the $660 
million sale, allowing the underwriter, Piper Sandler, to 
reduce the effective interest rates over the initial levels. 

As a result, Baker School District locked in a True In-
terest Cost (TIC) of 2.46%, significantly lower than the 
maximum 4% TIC built into the budget and authorized 
by the school board. This 2.46% TIC compares favorably 
to the pension obligation bond that Baker School Dis-
trict sold in 2002, with a TIC of 5.6%, which has saved 
the district over $5 million through 2019 (the latest results 
available). Actual savings on the new pension bonds will 
not be known until the bonds have matured in 2040, but 
projected savings using the assumed earnings rate of 6.9% 
adopted by the PERS Board indicate potential net present 
value savings of $8.4 million. 

The current pension obligation bond is scheduled to 
close on August 19, when funds will be sent to PERS and 
deposited in a side account. Baker School District will see 
its first rate relief with the September payroll.

The concept of a pension obligation bond is to seek to 
reduce pension costs by borrowing at low interest rates 
and depositing the funds into a side account invested with 
the rest of the PERS fund. If returns exceed the borrow-
ing rate – 2.46% TIC, in this case – the borrower saves. 
The average return on side accounts from 2007 to 2019 
has been 7.61%. The Oregon Investment Council (OIC) 
is responsible for PERS investments and has a history of 
strong performance. 

“Baker School District is fortunate to have a for-
ward-thinking board that acted to take advantage of fa-
vorable market conditions that are likely to save the dis-
trict a significant amount of money,” says Superintendent 
Witty.

About the Baker School District
Nationally recognized Baker School District 5J (BSD) 

is a major employer in Baker City, OR, serving 1,700 
students locally with an additional 3,000 online students 
across the state of Oregon. Through enterprising, collab-
orative endeavors, BSD is creating an innovative educa-
tional foundation for future Oregonians. BSD believes 
strong school collaboration with local partners enables 
us to create vibrant communities that support lifelong 
learners.

New Pension Obligation Bond 
Achieved 2.46% Borrowing Cost

Baker City, Oregon – Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative 
(OTEC) and Baker Technical Institute (BTI) are pleased to 
announce a new strategic partnership to begin developing 
an innovative utility training center located in Baker City, 
Oregon. The long-term goal is to create a comprehensive 
training site for people looking to enter the trade and to pro-
vide ongoing training for current utility workers. Phase one 
of the training center launch will focus on safety training 
for utility workers across Oregon and the Pacific Northwest, 
including OTEC. This effort will bolster BTI’s already exten-
sive list of workforce development programs.

“We’re thrilled to support BTI in this process as industry 
experts; we believe the partnership is mutually beneficial for 
BTI and OTEC’s membership,” said Les Penning, OTEC’s 
Chief Executive Officer. “BTI is a key community resource 
for workforce development, and economic development and 
the growth and success of BTI is essential to the region’s eco-
nomic health.”

“There is a real need in the utility industry for quality 
comprehensive training,” says Doug Dalton, BTI President. 
“This industry, like many of the other skilled trades, needs 
more people entering the field to meet the future workforce 
demand. The industry also needs access to high- quali-
ty training that supports employee growth and expertise. 
Our goal is to provide both. Leveraging our current mobile 
teaching platforms will also allow for us to take this training 
to where it is needed and give people opportunities to train 
that did not exist before.”

Beginning later this year, BTI will begin delivering util-
ity specific safety training courses. Courses will include 
required and recommended safety trainings such as pole 
top rescue, hazard identification, forklift operations, traffic 
control, emergency medical response certification, and fall 
protection training. Instructional teams are being built that 
include current BTI trainers along with OTEC experienced 
professionals to help give utility specific instruction and 
support.

“Bringing a member-owned electric cooperative and a 
technical college together to build a training center like this 
is a game changer,” says Dalton. “OTEC has long been a re-
spected leader in safety and training, making their involve-
ment in this project key. Both BTI and OTEC have the core 
interest to help our rural communities thrive. Partnering to 
provide specialized training and growth will do just that.

About the cooperative
Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative (OTEC) is a not-for-profit, member-owned electric 

cooperative that serves nearly 60,000 residents in four counties in Eastern Oregon. 
Headquartered in Baker City, OTEC has district offices in Burns, John Day, and La 
Grande.

About Baker Technical Institute
Baker Technical Institute (BTI) a not-for-profit, technical college, is a leading pro-

vider of Career Technical Education programs focused on developing the next gener-
ation of skilled workers, technology innovators, entrepreneurs, and community leaders 
in rural communities. With campuses in Baker City and Prineville, Oregon, BTI offers 
cutting-edge education and training, leading to certification in high-wage, high-demand 
careers, such as heavy equipment operation, welding, truck driving and logistics, manu-
facturing, agricultural sciences, construction and other building trades, natural resourc-
es/environmental sciences, engineering, and health services. For more information, go 
to bakerti.org.

OTEC and BTI Announce New 

Partnership to Develop Innovative 

Utility Training Center

The district currently provides a 
Chromebook or iPad (K-1) to every 
student in the district and a hotspot to 
those who don’t have reliable home 
internet.

“Baker School District 5J’s vision 
promotes a student-centered learning 
environment where technology is 
equally available to every student. 
Technology use will be routine, 
transparent, and will support 
curriculum. The District will provide 
ongoing professional development and 
tools to support BSD students in an 
evolving digital world.

Baker School District 5J provides 
students and employees with extensive 
technology resources, including 
computing facilities, local area 
networks, internet access, software 
applications, and email addresses.”

Many students have been enjoying a variety of summer camps!

KINDER CAMP - 37 students enrolled
SUMMER ACADEMY ENROLLMENT - 210 students
PAST SUMMER ACADEMY ENROLLMENT BY YEAR
    2021 - 210      2020 - 184    2019 - 204    2018 - 212
    2017 - 165      2016 - 129

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
    Advantage Dental
    Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort
    Baker City Herald
    Baker County Community Literacy Coalition 
    (volunteer readers, book giveaway)
    Baker County Heritage Museum
    Baker County Library District (books for classroom, library visits, book giveaway)
    Baker County YMCA
    Baker Resources Coalition
    Baker Technical Institute
    Eastern Oregon Healthy Living Alliance
    New Directions NW, Inc./FEMA 
    New Directions NW (SEL lesson) 
    OSU Extension Services (Forestry, BEPA, Food Hero, 4-H, Master Gardener)
    Quail Ridge Golf Course
    The Trailhead
    Umpqua Bank/Financial Beginnings
    United States Forest Service

ESY (Extended School Year for special education students) is operating on 
the Brooklyn Primary campus.

TRANSPORTATION - Running three buses covering Baker City, Haines 
and Sumpter areas
    96 students signed up to ride the bus

PENDLETON WATER PARK TRIP
    August 6, 2021
    Four buses hauled students for a day 
of fun to conclude the summer session

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
    All students received postcards from 
their teachers
    Three family events - Bike For the 
Health of It 7/21, Drive Thru Family 
Night 7/27 & 8/3
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Spotlights
Happenings from 

around the district

Be sure to sign up 
on the alumni web-
site to connect with 

other BHS grads 
and retired faculty!              

www.bakerhigh 
alumni.org/

Attention! Baker School District 
will be purchasing all school supplies 
other than backpacks for grades K-6 
this school year. The School District 
is also providing Chromebooks to all 
students in grades 1-12, and iPads to 
the Kindergarten students. 

District Replaces Several Windows
 
Several schools and the district office are having windows  
replaced this summer. Maintenance Supervisor Curtis Dunn 
said 16 new windows were installed at Keating, including eight 
large ones. The Middle School received eight, with a ninth one 
on order; South Baker, Brooklyn, and the district office will also 
see upgrades.

The first day 
of school is 
right around 
the corner

 Students loved being read to at the 
library this summer

Lance and Joy 
Kerns enjoyed 
showing their 

lambs at the fair. 
Lance is entering 
the 8th grade and 

Joy attends Haines 
Elementary.

#65 Mason Van Arsdall played a key 
role in keeping the West’s 

offense at bay.

Learning to bandage a sprained and broken wrist during Wilderness 
Camp

Virtual Reality Camp

Bulldog Stadium on Shrine Game Day
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Cheerleaders Make 

Over 900 Snow Cones

“We thought six gallons of snow cone syrup would be more 
than enough, but by 4 p.m. on Saturday of Miners Jubilee, we 
were sold out!” said Kendra Gonzalez, BHS Cheerleading Coach.

The cheerleaders participated in the Miners Jubilee parade 
and sold snow cones in the park to raise funds for new uni-
forms, including one for the Bulldog mascot. They will also use 
the money for instruction, and to upgrade a neat little space they 
call the Cheer Closet.
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 It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and School District that there will be no  discrimination or 

harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age 

or disability in any educational programs, activities or employment. Persons having questions about equal  

opportunity and nondiscrimination  should contact the Superintendent at the Baker School District Office 
at 2090 4th Street,  Baker City, OR. 97814 , Phone (541) 524 -2260.  All Career and Technical Education 

(CTE) programs in this school district are open to all students. The District will take steps to assure that 

the lack of English language skills will  not be a barrier to admission and participation in CTE programs. 

∙Section 504 Compliance Officer, Special Education Director, 2090 4th  Street,  Baker City, OR. (541) 524- 
2260.  ∙Title II Coordinator, Director of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street, (541)  524 -2260.  ∙Title IX Coordinator,  
Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street,  Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 524- 2260
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Clark Norton competing in high school cutting horse eventKylie Siddoway and her horse Shank

Congratulations to recent BHS graduate Kylie 
Siddoway from Durkee, who placed 18th in the 
High School National Finals Rodeo girl’s cutting 
event last month in Lincoln, Neb. Kylie and her 
registered Quarter Horse Shank, also won first at 
the State Finals earlier in the year. She will be at-
tending Texas A&M University in College Station, 
TX and is majoring in Animal Science and Ag 
Business. She intends to pursue a master’s degree 
in marketing.

For those who aren’t familiar with the event, 
cutting is a competition which mimics work done 
on a cattle ranch by cowboys and cowgirls to sepa-
rate a cow from the herd. A judge or panel of judg-
es evaluates a horse and rider as a team and scores 
the horse’s athleticism and ability to handle cattle. 

Kylie said, “Shank has been a really great horse 
for me. He really loves cutting and wants to win as 
much as I do. Nationals is far and above what we 
have here in Oregon. There were a lot of really nice 
horses, and it was incredible to compete with peo-
ple who are as passionate about cutting as I am.”

She shared that four girls from Oregon quali-
fied including her childhood friend, Maggie Mack-
enzie. The two others were from the west side of 
the state.

“Kylie has worked hard, and we are so proud of 
her,” said her mom, Terri Siddoway. “It is great that 
four kids from Baker qualified for the finals! We all 
travel together, and it’s just been so fun.”

Kylie has always been active in 4-H and Future 
Farmers of America (FFA), and also won first place 
this year in the FFA State Job Interview contest. 

She will be competing in the FFA Nationals later 
this fall.

“My Ag teachers Bibiana Gifft and Nicole Mer-
chant always went above and beyond. They helped 
me become the person I am,” Kylie said.

The other Bulldogs who qualified for the High 
School National Finals were Dysan Robb, Clark 
Norton, and as mentioned, Maggie Mackenzie. 
Dysan placed 38th in the boy’s cutting at Nation-
als following a third place at State; and Clark, who 
only began competing last August, placed second 
overall at State. Because he was just a freshman, he 
made the decision not to make the trip to Nation-
als this year. Maggie placed third at State, and her 
mom Beth Mackenzie said that Maggie had a ball, 
and her horse worked really well at Nationals.

“It was a great experience, and she made a lot of 
fun memories,” Beth also shared.

Cynthia Norton, Clark’s mom said, “At State 
they have two rounds and Clark placed first in one 
of them, and second in the other. It was pretty ex-
citing!” 

Clark is pretty thrilled about the fact he was 
able to purchase Kylie’s horse Shank and will be 
competing on him next year.

“Shank takes care of anybody who rides him,” 
said Kylie.

Dysan said, “I live in town and stall my horse 
at a friend’s. I borrowed Bert Siddoway’s (who is 
Kylie’s dad) backup horse and that got me hooked 
on cutting. My favorite thing at Nationals (besides 
competing) was watching the rodeos and making 
friends. The dances were fun!” he added.

Kylie Siddoway Places 

18th at High School 

National Finals 

Dyson Robb


