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Chelsea Judy, Marketing 
Director for Anthony Lakes 
Outdoor Recreation Associa-
tion, says that Anthony Lakes  
continued partnership with 
the Baker 5J School District 
facilitates ongoing youth pro-
gramming.

“For the Health of It pro-
grams were created to get 
local youth outside and help 
promote healthy, active life-
styles. The programs give 
opportunities to students 
who might not otherwise get 
the chance to learn the life-
long sport of skiing. Work-
ing closely with the school 
district also allows for better 
communication with the fam-
ilies,” Judy said.

“Anthony Lakes Mountain 
Resort (ALMR) has about 
30-40 instructors on any giv-
en Ski For the Health of It 
day. Instructors are certified 
and well trained, and most 
have spent most of their time 
skiing at Anthony Lakes. 
Some of our instructors have 
been teaching skiing for over 
40 years. “Skiing keeps you 
young and healthy!” she add-
ed.

Judy continued, “While the 
ski program promotes ex-
ercise and improved health, 
students also learn much 
more during the eight weeks. 
The program promotes social 

interaction, encourages con-
fidence, improves balance, 
a better appreciation of win-
ter activities, and skills that 
children will enjoy the rest of 
their lives.” 

Angela Lattin, BELC Ex-
ecutive Director and the one 
who oversees Auxiliary Pro-
grams for the district said, 
“There are 182 students who 
will be invited to participate 
in Ski For the Health of It at 
Anthony Lakes Ski Resort 
this year, and 91 are first-time 
skiers or have only skied one 
other time. The full program 
includes eight weeks of les-
sons, transportation, lift tick-
ets, and rentals. Students also 
have the opportunity to get a 
free Smith helmet this year.”

Anthony Lakes 
Supports Healthy 
Lifestyles for Kids

Photo by Alyssa Henry

The varsity volleyball team capped off their sea-
son with a championship in the Greater Oregon 
League.

In addition, their coach, Ali Abrego, was named 
Coach of the Year and junior Jozie Ramos, was 
named Player of the Year. Rylee Elms was given 
First Team honors with Macy Moore, Makenzie 
Flanagan, and Taylor Dalton being named to Sec-
ond Team.

BHS Volleyball Team Greater 
Oregon League Champs

Coach Abrego

From left: Logan, Brody, and Sofiea Blanchard with their 
grandma, Geri Porter. Bekki Hurley drove the bus in the 
Christmas Parade.

Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer School Bus Joins 

in the Fun at the 
Christmas Parade



Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty!   www.bakerhighalumni.org/

2  December 2021 •  www.baker5j.org Bulldog Pride

Shout 
Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from 

teachers, parents, community members - anyone 

who wants to recognize someone for a job well 

done. Submissions can be 100 words or less. 

Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Shout out to Julie 
Homan!
Julie Homan from the BSD 
5J Print Shop made the 
great banner on display out-
side the BELC to welcome 
our veterans. Thank you!
--Angela Lattin

Shout Out to Grocery 
Outlet!
Thank you, Grocery Outlet, 
for donating 150 pumpkins 
for our second graders and 
to Sorbenots for donating 
the hot cocoa. 
--Jill Welter

Shout Out to Courtney 
Crowell!
Thank you to Brooklyn’s 
PTO president, Courtney 
Crowell, for arranging and 
delivering 150 pumpkins!
--Jill Welter

Shout Out to Heidi 
Stokes!
Heidi Stokes, thank you for 
delivering straw bales for 
our second-grade pumpkin 
patch!
--Jill Welter

Shout Out to the 
Maintenance Crew!

I just wanted to take a 
minute to say how much 
I appreciate our mainte-
nance crew. I know they are 
pulled away from projects 
when coverage is needed 
because a custodian is ab-
sent, or food needs to be 
delivered, or a freight truck 
is rolling in. 

Recently, Jeremy and 

Don met me at South Bak-
er to receive a freight truck 
delivery. Although they had 
been working at Haines 
and needed to drive back 
to town for this, they both 
met me with a smile and 
jumped in and got the job 
done. They never make me 
feel like I am intruding on 
their time and are always 
willing when I put out a call 
for help. I can’t tell you how 
much I appreciated it. 

This is teamwork at its 
best!
--Sandy Harper

Shout Out to Anthony 
Christopher!
Anthony Christopher has 
shown the definition of team 
spirit more this volleyball 
season than I’ve seen in a 
long time! From putting the 
players faces on sticks for 
the student section to being 
the teams #1 fan, your team 
spirit doesn’t go unnoticed! 
--Dawson Vanderwiele

Shout out to Cathy 
Martin and Sandy 
Harper!
Thanks for making four 
BELC Kindergarten stu-
dents feel so welcomed and 
loved at the District Office 
when we stopped by to dec-
orate for Thanksgiving. 
--Angela Lattin

Shout out to Emily 
Hawkins! 
Thanks for teaching Heg-

gerty Phonics lessons to ev-
ery BELC Kindergarten stu-
dent. Every BELC student 
gets high-quality, fun, en-
gaging phonics instruction 
every day from an expert! 
We appreciate you, Emily!
--Angela Lattin

Shout Outs from the 
Leadership Class

Shout Out to Maken-
zie Flanagan!
Thank you to Makenzie Fla-
nagan for always supporting 
her peers. She is an amaz-
ing person to ask for help 
and always makes sure the 
material makes sense. She 
always strives to show how 
to get the answer rather 
than just the answer. Thank 
you!

Shout Out to Lacy 
Churchfield!
I would like to give a shout 
out to Lacy Churchfield be-
cause of the kindness that 
she displays daily. She is 
always polite, sweet, and 
encouraging to the people 
around her.

Shout Out to BHS 
Cheerleaders!
I would like to give a shout 
out to the BHS cheerlead-
ers for setting up the home-
coming dance and making 
this year’s homecoming 
really awesome! Without 
their hard work, the dance 
wouldn’t have been so much 
fun! Thank you, cheerlead-
ers!

“Schools really are at the 
center of community vitality 
and play a significant role 
in workforce development,” 
said Andrew Bryan, a 
school board member who 
has served for the past 12 
years. “In 2014-2015, there 
was a reset of the board’s 
vision, mission, and goals 
based on a broader com-
munity lens,” he added.

At that time, the board 
examined what Bryan con-
tends was a blind spot for 
the district, that being ser-
vices for children ages 0-3 
in addition to post-second-
ary opportunities.

“This led to the creation 
of the Baker Early Learning 
Center and Baker Technical 
Institute,” Bryan stated.

“We want the whole com-
munity involved in public 
education. It starts with the 
election of the board by the 
general public. Hiring and 
supervising a superinten-
dent, setting the vision, and 
adopting curriculum, those 
are our primary duties,” he 
added.

On October 13 and 28, 
the board held an extensive 
discussion as they revisit-
ed what Bryan refers to as 
“important, driving forces for 
the school district.” He felt 
this was especially import-

ant because there are two 
new board members this 
year. While they essentially 
remain the same, addition-
al clarity was given to each 
goal.

In a recent radio interview, 
Bryan stated, “The mission 
we discussed is this: Using 
collaborative leadership, 
Baker 5J schools enhance 
community vitality by pro-
viding cradle-to-career op-
portunities across broad, in-
tegrated learning platforms 
for rewarding educational 
experiences. We want each 
learner to receive what is 
needed for them to succeed 
and reach their highest po-
tential.”

He concluded by saying, 
“The goals we identified to 
reach this mission involve 
a transparent budget pro-
cess, investment in facil-
ities, experience-based 
learning, an effective tal-
ent management strategy, 
broad partnerships, and 
advocacy for policies and 
funding that benefit the dis-
trict and serve the broader 
community. We also left one 
goal – an academic bench-
mark – to be developed by 
staff. We discussed the pro-
cess that might be used to 
gain extensive input in the 
development of that goal.”

5J Revisits Vision, Mission, 
and Goals for District



Shout Out to 
Majestic!
Thank you for always 
helping out Mrs. Miller in 
study table! 

Shout Out to 
Courtney Raley!
I would like to give a shout 
out to Courtney Raley, our 
Baker High Altheltic train-
er. She goes above and 
beyond to make sure ath-
letes have everything we 
need and makes sure we 
are all feeling our best! 
Thanks, Courtney!

Shout Out to 
Natasha, a senior!
Every time someone is 
feeling down, she has a 
way of putting a smile on 
their face. She always 
brings a good attitude-- 
never a negative one. She 
helps everyone, whether 
she knows them or not.

Shout Out to Lillian 
Gatley!
She always wants to make 
people feel included.

Shout Out to Mr. 
Taub!
Thanks for being a great 
teacher and always help-
ing students with English.

Shout Out to 
Montana Williams!
Thanks for holding the 
door open for me while 
my hands were full going 
to lunch.

Shout Outs
Bulldog Pride                    December  2021 •  www.baker5j.org   3

Shout Out to 
Anthony!
He has awesome school spir-
it and always makes people 
smile.

Shout Out to Tristen 
Tritt!
She always goes out of her 
way to show kindness to 
others, always says hi, and 
greets people in the halls.

Shout out to Alena 
Hills!
Thanks for holding the doors 
open for people.

Shoutout to Jordan and 
Jacob Mills!
Thank you for always being 
involved with every student. 
I always see them acknowl-
edging students in the hall-
way and just being nice.

Shout Out to Maggie 
Banta!
Sincere gratitude goes out 
to Maggie Banta for her cur-
riculum leadership at Eagle 
Cap. Our staff is in the pro-
cess of taking what we like 
about our Acellus platform 
and augmenting that material 
with assignments that foster 
deeper levels of critical think-
ing. Maggie Banta’s years of 
experience, combined with 
her understanding of both 
student interests and devel-
opmental needs, has proven 
to be a tremendous asset to 
our developing program. We 
could not be more fortunate 
to have her on our team.
Thank you, Maggie!
--Thomas Joseph, Ed.D.

From back: Ian Dinger, Zach Wise (graduated), and Jordan Smith

Honoring the 1972 
BHS Basketball Team

Friday, January 21, 2022, marks the 50 th Anniversary of the 
BHS Men’s AAA State Championship Runner-Up finish, and a 
celebration is being planned. Part of the evening will be to honor 
Daryl Ross  who passed away a few years ago, and not only was 
their team’s best player, but one of the best in the state. More in-
formation will be forthcoming.

Bulldog 
Reindeer Munch
Pop 1 cup of popcorn or 
3 microwaveable bags
Boil together:

• 1 cup sugar  
•  1/2 cup honey  
•  1/2 cup maple syrup
Remove from heat and add 
one cup of peanut butter and 
one tsp. of vanilla. Pour over 
popped corn and mix well!

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect 
with other BHS grads and retired faculty!   

www.bakerhighalumni.org/

ESports Offer an Alternative
“ESports offer something dif-

ferent. Not everyone is an ath-
lete,” said Chris Wittich, BHS 
Computer Science teacher and 
ESports coach.

He added, “This is a team-based 
video gaming sport with partici-
pants competing virtually across 
the United States.”

The program is entering its 
third year at Baker High School, 
and at its initial meeting, 35 kids 
were in attendance.

“This is an extracurricular ac-
tivity with kids meeting after 
school one day a week to practice, 
and one day to compete,” Chris 
explained. Students are part of the 
national ESchool Sports League, 
and they will be competing in the 
spring season. There is a wide va-
riety of games students can play, 
and a couple of competitors from 
BHS have qualified for the indi-

vidual regional playoffs.
“Students don’t have to 

compete, and anyone is wel-
come. A lot of kids just come 

to hangout in my classroom. 
They have fun just playing 
together, and I’m glad to offer 
that safe space,” said Chris.

There is a big project about to be underway which will  
enhance connectivity with Baker School District Alumni on the 
alumni website. The site will not just be for those who grad-
uated from BHS, but for anyone who ever attended school or 
worked within the district. There also will be opportunities to 
honor distinguished alumni, retired teachers, and coaches. It will 
also feature memoriams, notifications of special alumni events, 
mentoring opportunities, back issues of the Bulldog Pride, and 
more. In addition, a new Facebook page will be created specif-
ically for alumni. The goal for the site and page is to be the “go 
to” place for alums to connect and share memories.

If you have anyone you would like to recognize or have 
thoughts about what would be of interest, please call 541-519-
0838. Stay tuned!

New Project Will Connect Alumni
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Alumni Profile

During the October 29 Home-
coming Football game, Rocky 
and Diana Brown, owners of 
Lew Bros. Tires in Baker City, 
were recognized for their gener-
ous and unwavering support of 
the Baker Bulldog football pro-
gram. 

Baker School District Athlet-
ic Director, Buell Gonzales said, 
“The Bulldog Letterman’s Club 
awarded a ‘Thank You for Your 
Service Award’ to Rocky and Di-
ana. The student-athlete officers 
in the club wanted them to know 
how thankful they are for their 
support over the years.”

Diana said, “We want to sup-
port traditions in our communi-
ty. We are so appreciative of our 
customers and the fact that we 
live here.”

“Rocky has supported youth 
football for 20 years and was 
part of the driving force behind 
the creation of the Quarterback 
Club. He donated to pay for ref-
erees for Middle School games 
so they did not have to incur that 
cost, and has been a longtime 
supporter of YMCA, middle 
school, and high school football 
along with Dave Johnson, Jason 
and Jennifer Ramos, and Brad 
Phillips,” Diana said.

After the Bulldogs won their 
first state football championship, 
Rocky thought it was important 
for each of the players to have a 
championship ring and helped 
fundraise enough money for the 
cause. He appreciates all of the 

generosity of 
those who con-
tributed to this 
effort. The tradi-
tion   continues with 
the girls state basketball 
champions, and individu-
als who have earned state ti-
tles, including Breanna Stadler 
in swimming and Guage Bloom-
er for wrestling.

“The kids should not have 
to purchase their own trophy. 
They’ve earned this. It’s import-
ant,” Rocky said.

At one game, Diana said the 
band members were doing a 
great job, and she thought they 
needed t-shirts. She approached 
J.R. Streifel, owner of Grumpy’s, 
about going in together to buy 
them. 

“J.R. is such a great supporter 
and immediately said yes. So the 
kids got shirts! They were abso-
lutely rockin’ it!” she said.

A big part of their connec-
tion to the community is the 
deep roots they have here. Both 
are Bulldog alumni, with Rocky 
graduating in 1975 and Diana in 
1980. Rocky played football and 
ran track, with Diana playing 
sports, cheerleading as a fresh-
man, and singing in Company 
B. She was also the ASB Treasur-
er and showed sheep in 4-H.

Rocky’s great uncles started 
Lew Bros. in 1916,  and later his 
dad and cousin purchased it 
from them. It was during this  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
time his dad, who was a friend of 
Les Schwab, was approached by 
him about a dealership. Rocky 
and his brother, Jim, bought the 
business from their father in 
1984, and now their kids work 
in the store. Even their grand-
kids can be found helping. Five 
generations!

“40 years of great customers,” 
Rocky said.

When they are not working, 
the couple loves hiking, snow 
shoeing, and playing golf. 

“We also love chasing our 
grandkids around,” said Diana.

“This is a small community 
and high school. It’s so fun to 
have the same very best friends 
you grew up with, and others 
whom you may not have been 
close to in high school but are 
now. The shared experiences in 
high school and in the commu-
nity make that possible. We are 
lucky to be a part of this small 
town we  know so well,” Diana 
said. 

Rocky added, “Life is good.

Rocky and Diana Brown, Baker 
High School alumni and owners 

of Lew Bros. Tires

We are All 
Connected

Veterans Day at the BELC

Thanks to Rick Gloria, Baker County Veterans Service 
Officer, the Baker Early Learning Center was able to bring 
five local veterans to the Kindergarten classrooms on No-
vember 10, 2021. 

Following COVID restrictions, Sebastian Combs (and 
his wife, April), Jolene Oberlander, Leo Heino, Duncan 
Pierce, and Cameron Williamson enjoyed lunch with a 
Kindergarten class, read a story, and helped teach stu-
dents about appreciating and recognizing veterans. 

The group of five Army and Marine veterans were in 
the service at various times from the 1960s through the 
2000s.
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    On Tuesday, November 9, Angela Lat-
tin, Director of the Baker Early Learning 
Center (BELC), led an in-depth tour for 
Representative Mark Owens who, along 
with Senator Findley, played a significant 
role in securing $1.4 million from the Ore-
gon legislature for facility upgrades at the 
BELC. 
    Care and instruction for children from 
birth to age six are provided at the BELC, 
formerly known as North Baker Elemen-
tary School. A variety of services are 
provided on site, including EOU Head 
Start, IMESD Early Intervention/Early 
Childhood Special Education, and Bak-
er School District 5J Kindergarten, along 
with family partners including Building 
Healthy Families, Saint Alphonsus Com-
munity Health Workers, Baker County 
Community Literacy Coalition, and East-
ern Oregon Child Care Resources, who 
also have a presence in the main build-
ing. Additionally, Eagle Cap Innovative 
Jr/Sr High School is located on the third 
floor. 
    New to the campus is a community 
childcare center being operated by the 
YMCA. Its Director, Patty Shukle, and 
Alissa Brown, one of the new teachers, 
were present for the tour with Repre-
sentative Owens to provide information 
about the new center, which opened De-
cember 6. New modular classrooms, a 

playground, additional fencing, and more 
have been the work of multiple local part-
ners including the school district, YMCA, 
Saint Alphonsus, Wilson Cattle Compa-
ny, St. Luke’s, Ford Family Foundation, 
OTEC, Intermountain ESD, EOU Head 
Start, Chaves Consulting, Eastern Ore-
gon Child Care Resources, and others to 
bring the new community childcare cen-
ter to life.
    “We are very pleased that we were 
able to utilize contractors and other busi-
nesses from Eastern Oregon for the proj-
ect,” said Andrew Bryan, Baker 5J school 
board member. Angela Lattin agreed and 
shared that significant donations have 
also been made by members of the pri-
vate sector. Additionally, she empha-
sized the impact of reliable child care on 
the local workforce and employers. 
    Lattin was given accolades by former 
school board member Katie Lamb for her 
passion and energy to drive all of the pos-
itive things happening at the BELC.
    Emphasizing it is a wide team that has 
made the BELC successes possible, Lat-
tin told Representative Owens, “$1.4 mil-
lion was a game-changer for us. I can’t 
thank you enough.”
    Representative Owens responded with 
gratitude for the tour. “I can only repre-
sent and advocate for what I know,” he 
said.

BELC Executive Director, 
Angela Lattin, discusses 
problems with the boiler 
which will be replaced by a 
brand new HVAC system 
thanks to Representative 
Owens’ advocacy.

Representative Mark Owens Tours 
Baker Early Learning Center

Representative Mark Owens

Ag Program Earns 
Prestigious Honor

Bibiana Gifft and Nicole Merchant, Ag Instructors at Baker 
Technical Institute, were on pins and needles this summer waiting 
for final confirmation of being the recipients of Region 1’s Ag Pro-
gram of the Year. In 2020, they received state honors and then be-
gan preparing their national application. The official press release 
came out this summer, and on December 1, they were presented 
their award at the National Ag Teacher’s Conference.

“It’s been a long process. They don’t recognize just one program 
as being the best in the nation, but do so regionally,” said Bibiana. 
“It’s a prestigious award,” she added.

Region 1 consists of Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Ida-
ho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, and Utah. The NAAE Outstanding 
Middle/Secondary School Agricultural Education Program Award 
recognizes the nation’s most successful middle and secondary 
school agricultural education programs and teachers. The award 
highlights teachers and programs that integrate core academic in-
struction into their program and use new technology to teach stu-
dents. It recognizes teachers who construct their programs to meet 
the needs of the community, school, and students.

The Baker Agriculture Sciences and Technology Program in 
Northeastern Oregon strives to provide relevant education and 
training in a flexible and dynamic manner that empowers learners 
to enhance their opportunities for success in their life and future 
careers. Agriculture teachers Bibiana Gifft and Nicole Merchant 
work collaboratively with their administration and the ag advisory 
committee to offer students countless career and leadership de-
velopment experiences that help students obtain industry trades, 
technical skills, and certifications.

The programs partnership with Baker High School, Eagle Cap 
Innovative Jr / Sr High School, and Baker Middle School allows 
the agriculture program to instruct nearly 300 students in grades 
7-12 each year. The agriculture program offers the largest student 
organization in the school district with 100 percent FFA member-
ship.

NAAE Region I Vice President Eric Tilleman (left)  and NAAE President Sher-
idan Naylor (right) present Bibiana Gifft and Nicole Merchant with their pro-
gram’s prestigious award.
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Spotlights
Happenings 

from around the 

district

Congratulations to Sydney Lamb who recently signed her letter of intent 
to run Cross Country at Carroll College in Helena, Mont.

Haines Elementary Scientists 
in the making 

Students always have fun during 
Pep Week and Pep Night

Fun Art Projects at the Baker Early Learning Center
Ducks or Beavers?

Keating students honor veterans

Keating student shoveling snow
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Ski for the Health of It is resuming the full 
eight-week program for the 2022 ski season. 
Pre-registration has been completed, and fam-
ilies were notified of acceptance or placement 
on a waitlist on November 10, 2021. Through 
Auxiliary Programming, the application process 
has been moved fully online. SFTHOI prioritiz-
es students with little or no winter sports experi-
ence; 34.6% of the students accepted have zero 
ski/snowboarding experience. Enormous thanks 
goes out to Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort, The 
Trailhead, Leo Adler Foundation, Community 
Bank, and countless volunteers for making the 
program possible. Special recognition goes to 
Chelsea Judy and Megan Keating from ALMR 
for their hours of work and devotion.

The Baker Backpack Program provides 
weekend food bags to BSD5J and Head Start 
families. During the most recent week, 162 bags 
were packed by volunteers including BSD5J 
District Office staff. 120 of those food bags 
were delivered to BSD5J students. Angela Lattin 
serves as the district representative on the Back-
pack Food Committee.

K-6 Math Coach, Heidi 
Stocks, will be facilitating 
a Math Club for students 
in first and second grades at 
Brooklyn Primary School. 
21 students, determined by 
math data, have been invit-
ed to participate in the pilot 
project. Each session will 
include three stations - iReady math instruction, 
a numeracy lesson, and a math craft/art project - 

all with the goal of increasing math scores. Math 
Club began the week of November 17, 2021. Em-
rie Osborn, BHS student, and paraprofessional 
Isabella Nemec will be assisting. Heidi Stocks is 
facilitating and organizing the FridayPlus event 
as part of her administrative coursework with the 
assistance of Angela Lattin.

Amanda Naillon is facilitating a K-2 After 
School Program held each day after school 
until 5:30 pm at the BELC. Eight students are 
enrolled and have the opportunity to complete 
homework, grow friendships, play, and have 
time for arts/crafts. The program goal is to help 
families with after school needs for their young 
children. 

Several Crossroads ArtSpeak class offerings 
were advertised through FridayPlus channels 
in an act of collaboration between BSD5J and 
Crossroads this past month.

Thanks goes out to Debbie Friedman, Ben 
Cornell, and Judson Keys for facilitating small 
group FridayPlus classes in movement, music, 
and film-making. These classes were organized 
with the assistance of Heather Heriza and Luke 
Burton in an effort to help students recover from 
Pandemic stress.

Chess For Success will continue throughout 
the year under the direction of Ian Wolfe. Prac-
tices are held Monday through Friday at Brook-
lyn Primary School, South Baker Intermediate 
School, Baker Middle School, and the Baker 
Early Learning Center. There are 15 BMS stu-
dents, 32 Brooklyn Primary School students, and 
15 South Baker Intermediate students registered. 

Auxiliary Programming Updates Local Businesses 
Help Choir 

Program Thrive

    Tanner Denne is putting his energy into rebuilding the Mid-
dle and High School choir programs and is very appreciative of 
the support received from two local businesses and the com-
munity at large.

Damon Rose, owner of Marilyn’s Music, and Loren Joseph, 
owner of High Dessert Studios (yes…spelled with two s’s as a 
pun since they own Sweet Wife Baking—but pronounced 

‘desert’), have been extraordinarily generous in providing 
significant discounts and in offering their expertise.

“Marilyn’s Music has saved the district thousands of dollars 
in the last five years selling us instruments at cost,” said Denne. 
This included 30 hand drums which normally retail for $400 
each, new wind instruments, keyboards, and other percussion 
instruments.

During the 2019-2020 school year, Denne began actively 
pursuing lighting renovations for the auditorium, and Loren 
Joseph provided perspective, engineering, and installation. 
Those efforts continue.

“This has been a huge help,” Denne emphasized. He is also 
thankful for receiving a Leo Adler grant, which made the pur-
chases possible.

Denne went on to say that it is important to set kids up for 
success with high, but reasonable expectations. Introducing 
and fostering a basic understanding of music begins early. 

Currently, approximately 75 students participate in choir, 
with an additional 35 students who choose not to perform. 
Opportunities exist for them to learn to play the piano, percus-
sion, and guitar.

“Some also take vocal lessons from Allison Swensen Mitchell 
and compete in solo and ensemble competitions. Scholarships 
are available from Crossroads for those who may not be able to 
afford to pay,” Denne explained.

Baker Middle School and High School students will be per-
forming their winter concert December 14 at 7 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium. BMS and BHS band students will be per-
forming December 16 at 7 p.m.

Lance Kerns - 6th place in  
Agriscience Research, gold 
medal 

Kylie Siddoway - 13th in Job 
Interview, silver medal

Megan Dinger - American FFA Degree
Other Agriscience Research Competitors receiving bronze medals - Skye Smith, Dillon Multop, 

Weston Bryant, Neah Thomas, Jose Armenta

Heidi Stocks
Math Coach

Congratulations to FFA Members 
Who Placed at National Convention

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect 
with other BHS grads and retired faculty!   

www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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Buell Gonzalez provided the 
following information on the 
Fall sports season: Football 
ended the season 4-6, and the 
team was second in the Great-
er Oregon League (GOL). Un-
fortunately, they lost their first 
round playoff game against 
Marist.

Volleyball ended their season 
16-7 overall and were the GOL 
Champions. They were ranked 
fifth in the 4-A OSAA Final 
Poll and lost their quarter final 
playoff game to Philomath.   

Girls Soccer finished 2-9-2 
and fourth in the GOL. They 
missed the playoffs this year. 

Boys Soccer finished 1-9-1 and 
fourth in the GOL. They also 
missed the playoffs this year. 

Boys Cross Country won the 
GOL District Meet and took 
ninth at the State Meet. The 
two top finishers for the Boys 
at the State Meet were Thad-
deus Pepera - 18:05 and Dan-
iel Brown - 18:38. Girls Cross 
Country took second at the 
GOL District Meet and also 
were ninth at the State Meet. 
Their top two finishers for the 
girls at the State Meet were 
Emma Baeth - 21:31 and Sofia 
Kaaen - 21:34.   

Congratulations, Bulldogs!

Fall Sports 
Recap

Toffee Cookies
35 Saltine crackers
1 cup butter (not margarine)
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 12 oz. package of vanilla chips
1/2 cup of sliced almonds, walnuts, or pecans

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Line jelly roll pan with foil and 
spray with Pam. Boil butter and brown sugar for three min-
utes and pour over crackers. Bake five minutes. Pour vanilla 
chips over hot mixture and spread. Sprinkle nuts over the 
top. Place in freezer until hard. Peel the foil off and break 
into pieces. Enjoy!

Students at Baker Middle 
School have the opportunity 
to select a variety of elective 
classes, including those in 
technology and more tradi-
tional courses.

Kathryn Colton, a BMS 
teacher who teaches two class-
es in computer coding said, 
“We use a few different web-
sites where the students get 
to code projects and games of 
their own. We also code Sphe-
ro robots using block coding 
that is a primer for learning 
JavaScript.  The  robots are 
coded to travel, change colors, 
speak, spin, and much more 
through their own unique 
programming.” 

Colton also teaches three 
classes in culinary arts where 
students prepare a variety of 
different recipes learning dif-
ferent cooking techniques. 

The best part comes when 
they get to sit together to taste 
their recipes and evaluate 
their success. She also teaches 
a sewing class, and students 
work through a series of prac-
tice samples to prepare them 
for a sewing project of their 

own choosing. They have 
been making pajama shorts, 
bats, volleyballs, footballs, 
bags, and sweatshirts.

“This is my 24th year here at 
BMS, and teaching a variety of 
elective classes has been very 
rewarding,” Colton said.

Coding, Sewing, and Cooking Among Electives 
Enjoyed by BMS Students

The Search for a New 
Superintendent Begins

At their regular monthly meeting on November 18, the school 
board announced plans to begin the hiring process for a new 
Superintendent as Superintendent Witty transitions into retire-
ment.

As one of the first steps in the hiring process, an online sur-
vey was conducted to help gather information about the de-
sired qualifications for the new Superintendent and to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement. A report of the overall 
results will be submitted to the school board for its consider-
ation in developing a profile for prospective candidates and use 
in search literature.

School Bond 
Update

Representatives from 
Wenaha Group, LKV Ar-
chitects, Baker School Dis-
trict, and Baker City met in 
November to continue de-
sign work and move toward 
a decision on the place-
ment of the new Cafeteria 
Multi-purpose Building at 
Baker Middle School. Rep-
resentatives from LKV Ar-
chitects also conducted site 
visits in November to move 
plans forward for upgraded 
HVAC systems in all the 
schools.


