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Oregon International School 
Signs Memorandum of 

Understanding with 
Hautleiu School

On April 26, a signing ceremony took place at the Baker 
School District 5J’s District Office where representatives 
of the Government of Jersey and Hautlieu School joined 
representatives of Oregon International School to sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that solidifies their 
sister-school relationship.

Lee Campbell, Assistant Head Teacher of Hautlieu 
School, and Rachel Baxter and Kirstie Williams, Senior 
Advisors of the Government of Jersey’s Children, Young 
People, Education, and Skills Department, traveled from 
the Isle of Jersey to be present at the signing in Baker 
City.

Speakers during the signing ceremony included Rose-
mary Gallant, US Embassy London’s Minister Counselor 
for Commercial Affairs; Tom Le Feuvre, the Government 
of Jersey’s Director of Global Relations; Sean O’Regan, 
Group Director for the Government of Jersey’s Children, 
Young People, Education, and Skills Department; Nick 
Falle, Head Teacher of Hautlieu School; and Mark Witty, 
Superintendent of Baker School District and Executive Di-
rector of Oregon International School. Lindsey McDowell, 
Public Information and Communications Coordinator for 
the Baker School District, acted as emcee.

  
  C

ongratulations

to the Class of 2022!

June 4
BHS Graduation, 2-3 p.m. 
Football Stadium

June 6
Brooklyn Primary Last Day 
of School

June 8
Last Day of School - all 
other schools

June 10
K- Adult Chess 
Tournament, 8:30-3
BELC 2725 7th Street
Register: HTTPS://BIT.
LY/39ZELQY

June 20-23
Steam Camp, BTI
Coding and Robotic

June 27-30
Steam Camp, BTI
Wilderness Camp

Summer Academy
June 27-July 28
8-12:30 M-Th
No school July 4

Kinder Camp
June 27-July 7 AND July 
18-28 • 8-12:30 M-Th
No school July 4

Kinder Boost
August 22-26
Times TBD
 
Camp Invention
Dates/Times TBD

From left: Katie Lamb, Rachel Baxter, Dr. Tom Joseph, Kirstie Wil-
liams, Lee Campbell, Jordan Mills, Lindsey McDowell, Mark Witty, 
and Jessica Dougherty

Continued on page 8

Congratulations to the dedicated, talent-

ed, and hardworking retirees listed below! 

You are so appreciated, and we wish you all 

the best as you move forward with this next 

chapter of your life!

 Donna Valentine: 1982-2022

 Michele McCauley: 1993-2022

 Carol C.J. Gray: 1997-2022

 Deborah Radle: 1999-2022

 Karen Emmons: 2000-2022

 Julie Mespelt: 2004 -2022

Sarah PlummerEmma Baeth

Phoebe Wise

Caitlin Lien

Your hard work and perseverance paid off! Special con-
gratulations to the Valedictorians and Salutatorian! BHS  
graduation is June 4 from 2-3 p.m.  in the Football Stadi-
um.

Megan Hurley
Salutatorian

Valedictorian Valedictorian Valedictorian

Valedictorian

Eagle Cap 
Valedictorian: 
Sebastian 
Penning 
(not pictured).



Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty!  www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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Shout 
Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from 

teachers, parents, community members - anyone 

who wants to recognize someone for a job well 

done. Submissions can be 100 words or less. 

Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Shout Out to the 
Baseball Team!

I wanted to tell you about 
a group of young men I ob-
served while at Fultano’s in 
Astoria for lunch with my 
wife. There were approx-
imately 15 of them and 
by their uniforms, I would 
guess they were members 
of your high school baseball 
team.

I was extremely im-
pressed with how respectful 
and quiet they were while 
enjoying their lunch. They 
all sat together and spoke 
amongst themselves in a re-
spectable volume, and their 
language was appropriate 
for the environment. I fre-
quently find when I am out 
that young men and women 
of this age tend to talk using 
less than ideal language; 
but not your student-ath-
letes. Once they were fin-
ished, the young men got 
up, gathering their plates, 
napkins, cups, and cleaned 
up after themselves. This 
is something I rarely see 
out in public, and at that 
point, I knew I needed to 
message you to tell you 
how impressed I was. But, 
that is not all. As the young 
men walked out, each one 
told the staff “thank you” 
with a kind smile and nod. 
I want to thank you and 
your coaching staff for all 
the work and guidance you 
provide to these young men 

and women. Some of these 
men and women may only 
have you or other coach-
es as role models, and it is 
obvious you and your staff 
are setting an amazing ex-
ample. Well done and thank 
you for all you do. 
--Guy Knight
Lieutenant 
Seaside Police Department

Shout Out to BHS 
Track Athletes!

My name is Roy Elia. I am 
winding down my 15th year 
as a para educator in the 
Milton-Freewater School 
District and have had the 
good fortune of being the 
public address announcer 
for the annual Carnival of 
Speed track and field meet 
for the past several years. I 
wanted to take a moment to 
congratulate the Baker girls 
on their victory. It was an 
outstanding achievement 
against solid competition. 
As the meet reached its fi-
nal moments on what was 
a beautiful day for track and 
field, five of your track ath-
letes came up to the Shock-
man Field booth to shake 
my hand and thank me for 
announcing.

This, I believe, speaks vol-
umes about the community 
of Baker, its high school, its 
track and field program, and 
the kids who participate in it. 
Their youthful exuberance 
was on full display. Their 

smiles and kindness were 
heartwarming. It absolutely, 
positively made my day.

I am wishing the Bulldogs 
more success going for-
ward!

Sincerely, 
--Roy Elia
Paraprofessional, 
McLoughlin High School

Shout out to Miss 
Jessica at Brooklyn!
Thank you for making the 
best nachos ever!
--Karla Shute

Shout Out to Brooklyn 
3rd Grade Leadership!
Thank you for helping the 
cooks with our kindness 
board! You also help us 
each day during lunch time, 
and we so appreciate your 
help!
--Miss Jessica 
and Miss Karla 

Shout Out to 
Natural Structures!
I would like to give a HUGE 
shout out to the people at 
Natural Structures.  They 
donated many supplies to 
the 8th grade Science Fair. 
Ted and Jodi Hausotter 
also donated cash prizes 
for our top three winners! 
Thank you, thank you!
--Mandie Rose, 
Science Teacher

Student Entrepreneurs 
Showcase Their Products 

Baker High School students held “BHS Market Day” on 
May 11, at which they sold their goods and services. The 
creativity of the students was evident given the diversity 
which included offerings from Lead and Sheds, The Out-
door Morel Company, homemade jewelry, baked goods 
and desserts, wood art, macrame, water bottles, vegeta-
ble starts, stickers, and much more. Some students sold 
completely out during the day and were frantically trying to 
make more items to sell according to Toni Zikmund, their 
teacher. 

Campbell Vander-
wiele sold out of her 
baked goods. 

Morel necklace made by Shey-
lin Karolski

Jimmy Sullivan from Lead and 
Sheds sells a custom hat to 
Abby Olander. Abby is an ad-
ministrative assistant at BTI.

Stickers were made and sold by 
Taylor Dalton.
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Shout Out to Haines 
Elementary Principal!
A big shout out to Cassie 
Moore, principal at Haines 
Elementary, for dropping 
everything and beatin’ feet 
back to the school to ad-
dress a high-priority con-
cern.
--Brenda Martin

Shout Out to 
Ginger Younger!
I couldn’t do my job well 
without Ginger Younger! I 
appreciate all the work you 
do with our students. You 
are a great asset to our 
Brooklyn Family!

Also, our Brooklyn secre-
taries are simply amaz-
ing! They reach out daily 
to our staff to ask if they 
can help with projects.... 
from prepping to creating, 
all while still doing their 
job. These two are a huge 
blessing to Brooklyn. We all 
greatly appreciate you both!
--Jill Welter

A special Shout Out to 
the special education 
paraprofessionals at 
Brooklyn!
Thank you to Deana, Glen-
di, Ginger, Isabella, Jamie, 
Kevin, Kim, Morgan, Sarah, 
Sophia, and Tracey for all 
your hard work! 
--Channin Becker, 
Special Education

Shout Out to the 
Baker Middle School 
Cheer squad!
They allowed my 1st grader 
to help cheer with them at 
some games. My daughter 
was over the moon to be 
able to cheer! 
--Michelle Coley

Shout Out to the 
Brooklyn Lunch Ladies!
Here is a big “shout out” to 
our wonderful lunch ladies, 
Miss Karla and Miss Jessi-
ca, who always go the extra 
mile for our kiddos! We are 
so lucky to have them!
--Lori D. Ford
Child Development 
Specialist
Brooklyn Primary

Shout Out to 
Al McCauley!
A big thank you to Al McCau-
ley for starting up the soft-
ball and baseball programs 
at BMS.  It takes a lot of 
time and effort to coordinate 
coaches, schedules, bus-
sing, uniforms, etc., and you 
were able to pull it off in a 
short amount of time (which 
is no surprise).  We are so 
grateful and excited to see 
these programs added to 
Spring sports for the Middle 
Schoolers. Also, thank you
to all the volunteer coach-
es who have graciously 
stepped up to help field 
these teams. We appreciate 
you all!

A huge shoutout to our 
District Computer Techs!
Thank you, Seana, Matt, 
and Caleb! I appreciate your 
positive attitude, knowledge, 
and responsiveness to tech 
tickets. There’s so much 
that goes into integrating 
technology in a classroom 
setting, and we couldn’t do 
it without your support. 
Phil Anderson
Principal, South Baker 
Intermediate

Shout Out to Our 
Sponsors!
Keating Elementary would 

like to thank the community 
for their amazing support of 
our Annual Drive-Thru BBQ. 
We would also like to thank 
Albertson’s for donating the 
rolls, and Farm Credit Ser-
vices for donating the water 
bottles. Lastly, we would like 
to thank our families who 
helped make this event a 
success by putting in count-
less hours organizing and 
serving. We appreciate all 
of you!  
-Keating Staff and Students

Shout Outs from 
Mrs. Zikmund’s 
Leadership Class 
Shout Out to Mr. Taub!
I would like to shout out to 
Mr. Taub for driving eight 
hours just to support our 
basketball teams as they 
participated at State!

Shout Out to Weston 
Bryant!
Thanks, Weston Bryant, for 
picking up trash.

Shout Out Jacob Mills!
Thanks for always being su-
per friendly to everyone and 
for always smiling!

Shout Out to the boy in 
the black Nike sweatshirt!
Thanks for holding open 
the doors on our way out of 
school :)

Shout Out Kathryn 
Gentry!
She offered to tie someone’s 
shoelaces when she noticed 
they weren’t tied.

Shout Out to 
Sydnee Hallet!
Sydnee Hallet has helped 
me personally when I was 
feeling down, and I have 
witnessed her helping other 
students. She has a bright 
energy and I really think she 
should be recognized for it.

Another Shout Out to 
Sydnee Hallet!
Thank you, Sydnee Hallett, 
for always being so kind and 
stepping up when others are 
not.

Shout Out to Taylor Page!
Taylor Page always helps 
Mrs. Dalton and other stu-
dents in Culinary.

Shout Out to 
Mrs. Stuchlik!
I would like to give a shout-
out to Mrs. Stuchlik for help-
ing us succeed and staying 
on top of our grades!

Shout Out to 
Mrs. Chaney!
This month, I’d like to give 
a shout out to Mrs. Chaney 
for all she’s done to help 
me and the rest of the se-
nior class with college and 
scholarship applications. 
From transcripts to trouble-
shooting, we wouldn’t have 
been able to do it without 
you!

Shout Out to 
Mrs. Anderson!
Thank you, Mrs. Anderson, 
for working with our crazy 
schedules so you can help 
us understand math. You al-
ways find time to meet with 
us and make sure each and 
every one of us are confi-
dent.

Shout Out to Anthony 
and Campbell!
Thanks for coming to state 
to cheer us on!

Shout Out to 
Makena Shamion!
Makena Shamion stayed af-
ter class to help clean up the 
art room.

Shout Out to 
Sofia Hanson!
I am shouting out to Sofia 
Hanson because she held 
the door for me and it made 
my day.

Shout Out to person in 
the red sweatshirt!
I saw someone in a red 
sweatshirt at lunch picking 
up trash.

Shout Out to 
Ashlyn Dalton!
I am shouting out to Ashlyn 
Dalton for always putting 
in her best effort and being 
able to speak confidently 
during assemblies.

Shout Out to the 
Custodial Team!
Welcome aboard to our cus-
todial team, Josh Sanal, and 
a big thanks to Summer and 
Tina for picking up the extra 
work. You went above and 
beyond the call of duty.
Thanks -Stuart Carpenter, 
Custodian 1

Shout Outs

Shout Out to Lady Dawgs!
I would like to give a shout out to the Lady Dawgs softball 
team and coaches!  --Jim Howerton

Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty!   www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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South Baker Intermediate students and staff love their lunch la-
dies! Darcy McCauley and Melanie Daniels keep it tasty, nutri-
tious, and fun! 

Keeping it tasty, nutritious, and fun! Baker School District Signs MOU 
with Taoyuan City Government 

Department of Education (Taiwan)

May 2, a signing ceremony took place virtually, where repre-
sentatives of the Taoyuan City Government Department of Ed-
ucation joined representatives of Baker School District’s Oregon 
International School to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) that solidifies their sister-school relationship. 

Speakers during the signing ceremony included Mr. Wen-Tsan 
Cheng, Mayor of Taoyuan City; Mr. Wellington Chu, Commer-
cial Officer at the American Institute in Taiwan; Mr. Haisum 
Shah, International Trade Specialist for the US Commercial Ser-
vice; Ms. Cheryl Ernst, Executive Director at the University of 
Oregon’s American English Institute; and Mr. Mark Witty, Su-
perintendent of Baker School District and Executive Director of 
Oregon International School. Ms. Ann Chen, Education Special-
ist at the American Institute in Taiwan, and Ms. Elsa Kuo, Baker 
School District Taiwan Representative, acted as emcees.

Also in attendance were Baker School District and Oregon 
International School board member Jessica Dougherty; Oregon 
International School board member Katie Lamb; Oregon In-
ternational School Principal Dr. Tom Joseph; Mr. Ming-Yu Lin, 
Director of the Taoyuan City Government Department of Edu-
cation; Ms. Hui-Ling Tang, Division Chief of the Taoyuan City 
Government Department of Education; Ms. Michelle Shih, Baker 
School District Taiwan Representative; as well as twelve Taoyuan 
City Government high school principals.

Mr. Ming-Yu Lin, Director of the Taoyuan City Government 
Department of Education, and Superintendent Mark Witty were 
the official signers of the formal MOU.

Plans are in place for 20 students from Taiwan to attend online 
classes in the coming 2022-23 school year, then travel to Baker 
City for four weeks in Summer 2023.

“We look forward to all the opportunities that will stem from 
this partnership,” said Superintendent Mark Witty. “Providing an 
exceptional, culturally rich education for future generations will 
have such positive global repercussions.”

Photo courtesy of Lincoln Management Consultants

Baker School 
District Hires Chief 
Financial Officer/
Business Manager

In April, the Baker School Dis-
trict Board voted during their 
regular monthly meeting to ap-
prove the hiring of Regina Samp-
son as District Chief Financial 
Officer/Business Manager.

“We are so fortunate to have 
Ms. Sampson joining our team,” 
said Superintendent Mark Wit-
ty. “She has over 20 years of ac-
counting experience in both the 
public and private sectors, with 
particular expertise regarding fi-
nancial management within the 
Oregon public school system.”

Ms. Sampson is coming to 
the Baker School District from 
Reynolds School District in 
Fairview, OR, where she started 
in 2011 and worked her way up 
to Director of Financial Services. 
Reynolds School District is com-
prised of sixteen public schools 
that operate with a $270 million 
annual budget. Prior to her time 
with Reynolds School District, 
Ms. Sampson was an Accountant 
for Columbia Gorge Communi-
ty College.

“I look forward to joining the 
Baker School District Finance 
team and making a significant 
contribution toward achieving 
the District’s goals and objec-
tives,” said Ms. Sampson.

Construction begins this Summer 
at Brooklyn Primary!

Join us for an informational Community Open House 
event at Brooklyn Primary on Tuesday, June 7 at 6 PM in 
the library. The public will be able to get an overview of 

what to expect and ask questions in person.

Regina Sampson

Last day of school is June 8th!
(June 6th is last day for Brooklyn Primary)

Gyllenberg Construction, Inc., of Baker City has been se-
lected as the contractor for the Brooklyn Primary School 
capital bond and seismic projects! Further, Gyllenberg plans 
to use local subcontractors on the projects, which will begin 
right after school ends in June. We look forward to these 
partnerships and the positive effect they will have on Brook-
lyn Primary and the greater community!
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Amanda Wilde - Principal of Baker 
Middle School

Amanda Wilde will be the Principal of Baker 
Middle School beginning next school year. Mrs. 
Wilde will transition from her current role within 
the District as Principal of Keating Elementary.

“Mrs. Wilde has served as head teacher and 
Principal at Keating Elementary for the last six 
years,” said Superintendent Mark Witty. “I know 
there are some sixth graders and their families 
particularly excited this year that they will all 

move together to Baker Middle School next year. Mrs. Wilde has been a 
valuable member of the District leadership team, and I look forward tosee-
ing her continued leadership in this new role.”

Mrs. Wilde grew up in the Baker School District and attended Baker Mid-
dle School herself. She and her husband have a ranch in the Keating Val-
ley, where they have raised their two daughters; and she spent twelve years 
teaching third grade at Brooklyn Primary before taking her current role at 
Keating Elementary.

“I am grateful for my experience at Keating Elementary School,” said Mrs. 
Wilde. “While at Keating, I have developed wonderful relationships with 
the students and families. I will miss them, but look forward to seeing their 
faces again at Baker Middle School. I am honored and excited to work with 
such a talented staff at Baker Middle School. I look forward to embracing 
the next part of my journey in secondary education and making every stu-
dent’s middle school experience as memorable as my own experience was.”

Lori Ford - Assistant Principal of 
Brooklyn Primary School

Lori Ford will begin as the Assistant Principal of 
Brooklyn Primary School beginning next school 
year. Ms. Ford is currently part of the Brooklyn 
Primary team, working as a Child Development 
Specialist.

“Ms. Ford is already such a valuable member of 
the Brooklyn team,” said Brooklyn Primary Prin-

cipal Katy Collier. “Stepping into this new leadership role is a natural fit for 
her.”

Ms. Ford and her husband both grew up in Burns, Oregon; and she com-
pleted her student teaching there under the supervision of her former 
teachers. Ms. Ford then spent six years as an elementary classroom teacher 
in Monroe, Oregon, before moving to the Baker School District. Prior to 
teaching, she also worked as a Special Education paraprofessional in the 
Salem/Keizer School District.

“My husband and I are so grateful to be back in Eastern Oregon and rais-
ing our three children in a place and way similar to our own childhoods,” 
said Ms. Ford. “I love being part of the Brooklyn Primary team and look 
forward to continuing to serve our amazing students and their families in 
this new role.”

District Announces Leadership Changes in Schools for Next Year
Vanessa Haggett - Principal of 
Eagle Cap Innovative Jr/Sr High 
School

Vanessa Haggett has been hired as Principal of 
Eagle Cap Innovative Jr/Sr High School beginning 
next school year.

“Ms. Haggett really impressed the interview pan-
el,” said Superintendent Mark Witty. “We’re enthu-
siastic about the future of Eagle Cap Innovative Jr/
Sr High School under her leadership.”

Ms. Haggett has been a teacher since 2009. She 
has worked since 2019 for Paisley Public Char-

ter School in Paisley, OR, where she is currently Head Teacher and Science 
Teacher. As Head Teacher, Ms. Haggett has been responsible for the duties of 
a Vice Principal in a larger school, helping with administrative needs, school 
discipline, and as a substitute for the Superintendent/Principal as needed.

“I want to make a difference,” said Ms. Haggett. “I look forward to helping 
students succeed in creative and practical ways and supporting teachers to do 
their best work. The flexibility of an Eagle Cap Innovative Jr/Sr High School 
education is so exciting, offering students in-person and online learning op-
portunities, along with career and technical education at the middle and high 
school levels.”

Heidi Stocks - Assistant Principal 
of South Baker Intermediate School 
and Coordinator of Auxiliary 
Programming

Heidi Stocks will serve as Assistant Principal of 
South Baker Intermediate School and Coordinator 
of Auxiliary Programming beginning next school 
year. Ms. Stocks will transition from her current 
role within the District as K-6 Math Instructional 
Coach.

“Ms. Stocks has been such an asset to the Dis-
trict,” said South Baker Principal Phil Anderson. “I feel very fortunate that 
she’s chosen to join the team at South Baker in addition to continuing to pro-
vide service to the entire district when it comes to auxiliary programming.”

Ms. Stocks grew up attending schools in Baker School District, starting in 
Haines and graduating from Baker High School. Her first teaching job was as 
a math teacher at Baker High School, where she also served as Chair of the 
math department. Then, Ms. Stocks spent time as a math teacher, math tu-
tor, and instructional designer at Baker Web Academy, where she also served 
as Chair of the math department and lead teacher for Eastern Oregon. Ms. 
Stocks and her husband are now raising their three children on the same cat-
tle ranch where she grew up.

“I love this community,” said Ms. Stocks. “And I am so excited to serve our 
students in these new roles next year.”

Amanda Wilde

Lori Ford

Vanessa Haggett

Heidi Stocks
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Spotlights
Happenings 

from around the 

District

      Alex Wise, who is just 
      finishing his freshman
      year, assisted his friends 
Stacy Sanford and her 
mom Jean Southard with 
the flowers they purchased 
at the FFA greenhouse on 
Mother’s Day weekend. 
The flowers were a special 
gift for Jean who also 
celebrated her birthday on 
Mother’s Day. According 
to the Ag advisor Bibianna 
Gifft, they sold 300 hanging 
flower baskets in one day!

         Caleb Morris found the 
first shed during a recent 
FridayPlus experience! How 
exciting! Thank you, Rochelle 
Adams and Steve Edwards 
for making this possible. More 
successful shed hunters below.

          Baker Technical Institute 
had the pleasure of hosting U.S. 
Congressman Mike Simpson 
during their Heavy Equipment 
Operator training in Boise, Idaho.  
Congressman Simpson experienced 
firsthand the effectiveness of 
simulated training for equipment 
operators!
   For more information about how   
you can start a career as a Heavy 
Equipment Operator, contact BTI at 
541-524-2651 or log onto bakerti.org.

          Haines 
Elementary 
fifth graders 
attended a “Field 
to Fork” learning 
experience about 
agriculture and 
our commodities 
in Baker County 
and Oregon. 
We’d like to 
thank all of the 
volunteers and 
agencies that 
make this event 
possible every 
year.

“G” is for goat and “H” is for horse! Brooklyn primary 
students loved the opportunity to see and pet these new
            friends. (Below left: Ben Norton and Reno, the 
            horse)
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Alumni Profile

Sandy Allen, a 1959 graduate of Baker High School, 
loves chess.

“I saw in the paper that Baker has an active chess 
club led by Ian Wolfe, and it made me so happy!” she 
said. In response to that article, Sandy sent a generous 
donation and a sweet letter to offer her support.

Ian Wolfe expressed his sincere appreciation of her 
generous gift.

“It’s pretty amazing that she found out about our 
budding chess club and was motivated to support it. 
A chess resource library is being established at South 
Baker in her name, and students will be able to check 
out books and chess sets.”

Sandy said, “I can’t express how touched I am by 
this. I can’t believe it!”

“For me, it’s always been a fun game, and I began 
playing with my son. I’ve always been interested in 
history, and the fact that a 1,500-year-old game is still 
being played, is amazing,” Sandy said. She believes 
that chess is a very worthwhile activity for kids. “It 
elevates creativity, teaches them to plan ahead, and to 
look at things from a different perspective. It also im-
proves their memory.”

She humbly said that she never considered herself to 
be a great player but enjoyed it immensely. Her love of 
the game also includes collecting chess sets.

“I travel a lot and have purchased unique sets from 
many different places. Others have been gifts,” said 
Sandy. She acquired a total of 24, and now has been 
giving them away to anyone who expresses an inter-
est. She said that she no longer plays and doesn’t have 
enough room to properly display them all.

Her sets originate from places including the Carib-
bean, Mexico, and from China, which was the first in 
her collection. Her favorite is a whimsical one called 
Frog Kingdom, that was a gift from her son.

She supports the chess club in Salem and expressed 
her excitement in watching them. “I am enamored by 
the kids’ concentration and the silence as they play. 
They are so focused,” she said.

The lovely 80-year-old woman also shared informa-
tion about her background. She moved to Baker City 
when she was in the third grade and attended Chur-
chill Elementary School, Junior High, and, of course, 
Baker High School.

Sandy said, “I remember some of my teachers at 
Churchill more than any—of course, they have long 
since passed. Mrs. Hardesty, Mrs. Dima, and Mrs. 
Sweek were my favorites.” She said that she also had 
fond memories of Miss Sass who taught penmanship 
in high school.

Her stepfather was Sherman Allen, who was a phar-
macist and owned Payless Drug Store. Her mother 

Pansey managed the Sears Store. After graduation, 
Sandy worked as a bookkeeper at Basche Sage Hard-
ware before marrying her husband John Allen, who 
owned the Sunnyslope Ranch and Allen Appliances. 
After he sold the ranch to John Bootsma, and the ap-
pliance store, they opened “John’s Restaurant” which 
was located on the first floor of the Baker Hotel. She 
said that the large John’s Restaurant sign, located on 
the roof, was always a topic of conversation.

“When the mill closed, we lost 42 percent of our 
business and had to close the restaurant,” San-
dy shared. The couple decided to move to Salem in 
1980. Max Simpson, a rancher and state representa-
tive from Baker City, and his wife Paula, were close 
friends of Sandy and John. She spoke to Max when 
she was looking for a job and began volunteering at 
the State Capitol. According to a 2009 article in the 
Statesman Journal written by K. Williams Brown, 
over the course of nearly three decades, she worked 
as a secretary, a legislative aid, and then was the office 
manager of the House Minority and Majority offices; 
and, finally, the office manager for the Speaker of the 
House. Her career there was impressive; she worked 
for two speakers of the house, seven House Demo-
cratic Leaders, was the voluntary historian of the 

Capitol, and published two booklets on the subject. 
The article stated that she was also the “go-to person 
for ghost stories at the Capitol.” While she shared that 
she’d never had an encounter herself, she had a “fat 
binder that recorded the date, time, location, and ap-
parition.”

“It was so amazing for me, coming from Baker City, 
to have this opportunity. These were 30 very exciting 
years, which I cherish. I got to see so many famous 
people and was able to watch individuals move up 
from legislative aid positions. This includes Tobias 
Reed who is now running for governor, Phil Keisling 
who served as the Oregon Secretary of State, and Jeff 
Merkley who was the Speaker of the House, and now 
is a Senator.”

Sandy was beloved by everyone at the Capitol, and 
her retirement in 2009 was considered bittersweet by 
those with whom she’d served. This was evidenced by 
the tribute to her which was recorded in the lengthy, 
aforementioned article. According to the piece, al-
most the entire building turned out for the retirement 
party in the House Chamber. She was escorted arm-
in-arm by then-Senate President Peter Courtney, and 
Speaker of the House Dave Hunt, into the chamber.

The article stated, “At the conclusion of the trib-
ute, she was given a piece of marble from the Capi-
tol which was inscribed with, ‘In honor of 28 years of 
faithful service in the Oregon House of Representa-
tives….With love from your friends, past and present 
in the Oregon legislature.’”

What an exciting life this hometown girl has lived.

She’s a Chess Afficionado With a Very Exciting Career

Sandy Allen

Frog Kingdom Chess Set
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It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and School Dis-
trict that there will be no discrimination or harassment on the 
grounds of race, color, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, reli-
gion, national origin, age or disability in any educational programs, 
activities or employment. Persons having questions about equal  
opportunity and nondiscrimination  should contact the Superintendent 
at the Baker School District Office at 2090 4th Street,  Baker City, OR. 
97814 , Phone (541) 524 -2260.  All Career and Technical Education 

(CTE) programs in this school district are open to all students. The 
District will take steps to assure that the lack of English language skills 
will  not be a barrier to admission and participation in CTE programs. 
∙Section 504 Compliance Officer, Special Education Director, 2090 4th  
Street,  Baker City, OR. (541) 524- 2260.  ∙Title II Coordinator, Director 
of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street, (541)  524 -2260.  ∙Title IX Coordinator,  
Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street,  Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 
524- 2260
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nect with other 
BHS grads and 
retired faculty!                         
www.baker      
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Also in attendance were Ore-
gon International School board 
members Andrew Bryan, Jessica 
Dougherty, Claire Hobson, and  
Katie Lamb; as well as Oregon 
International School Principal 
Dr. Tom Joseph and in-coming 
Student Body President Jordan 
Mills.

In addition to sign-
ing the formal MOU, representatives signed a Certificate 
of Appreciation and Partnership that read, in part: “This  
certificate commemorates the official signing of a Memorandum of  
Understanding between the students and educators of Baker School 
District 5J and their new sister-school partners at Hautlieu School of 
St. Savior, on the Isle of Jersey.

The undersigned stand committed to a long-lasting collaboration  
between our schools; one underpinned by our common commitment 
to the academic success of all students as they prepare to take lead-
ership roles in an ever-connected global community.”

This coming September, students from Hautlieu School are ex-
pected to spend four weeks studying in Baker City, while students 
from Baker City spend the same four weeks studying on the Isle of 
Jersey. Teachers from both schools will accompany their students 
for the exchange program.

In a press release made by the Government of Jersey, Minister for 
Children and Education, Deputy Scott Wickenden, said, “This is an 
exciting opportunity for our students to experience a different culture 
and educational setting...We look forward to welcoming the students 
from Oregon when they arrive in September.”

Superintendent Mark Witty echoed many of the same sentiments. 
“We look forward to all the opportunities this collaboration will af-
ford,” he said. “These relationships support an education of excel-
lence for the future generation, with wide-reaching benefits we are 
excited to watch unfold.”

Dr. Tom Joseph said, “I am simply excited by the opportunities the 
project will provide for Baker students if they are interested in travel, 
a chance to study in some fantastic places with great people.”

Joseph added, “OIS students will go to school at BHS as internation-
al school students have always done. We are just going to start crafting 
more intentional programming around having them here, to take full 
advantage of the learning opportunities....OIS as a Charter is a school 
in the abstract. It is a school-within-a-school model. Over time, we  
envision Baker City as the hub that will join a series of schools, like 
Hautlieu, from every continent giving all students more affordable 
choices to see school worldwide.”

About Oregon International School

Oregon International School (OIS) is a charter school of national-
ly-recognized Baker School District 5J in Baker City, Oregon. The 
mission of OIS is to foster international relationships, perspectives, 
and opportunities that prepare students to thrive in a global com-
munity while enhancing the professional development of staff and 
enriching the greater community.

Superintendent Mark Witty and 
Hautlieu Assistant Head Teacher 
Lee Campbell  sign the Memoran-
dum of Understanding.

Keating Elementary School 
BBQ a Success

Keating School staff, parents, and 
students braved the rainy weather 
with smiles as they delivered deli-
cious BBQ meals to drivers. Their 
tickets were sold out, which shows 
the love and support the communi-
ty has for their school.

Toni Myers, who teaches pre-
school through second grade at 
Keating, said that they traditionally 
have a spring play and dessert auc-
tion; but when the pandemic happened, they had to cancel the event and came up with 
the idea of the Drive Through BBQ.

“We have an amazing PTO, and they support our breakfast program. Our food pro-
gram isn’t federally funded so everything is homemade in our kitchen and parents pay 
$80 per student for the year,” said Mrs. Myers. 

Money raised by the BBQ helps fund field trips, school supplies, and any other items 
needed throughout the year. 

“This is the only fundraiser that we do,” said Mrs. Myers.
“We have parents who cook the meat, and other parents who help dish up the meals. 

FFA students and our sixth graders volunteer to help run meals out to vehicles since 
the majority of our students are too young. We appreciate all of the support from our 
community in purchasing tickets. We couldn’t support our school and students without 
them!”


