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Crossroads Carnegie
Arts Summer Activities
Partial and full 
scholarships available
To register or for more info: 
541-523-5369
www.crossroads-arts.org

Young Artists Studio: 
youth ages 10 and up 
Fridays, all summer

Macrame Rainbows July 26
- ages 12 and up

Storybook Pre-Ballet 
July 26-29
- ages 3-5

Fairytale Ballet July 26-29
- ages 6-8

Ballet Week July 26-29
- ages 9-11

Beginning Drawing  
July 29

Zendoodle Mandalas 
Aug 4
- 12 and up

Fence Rail Stars Quilt 
Class  Aug 6 
 - ages 13+ (8-12 with adult)

Mini Macrame Plant Holder 
Aug 9 - ages 12 and up

Missoula Children’s 
Theater - Little Mermaid
Entering 1st-12th grades
August 15-20

Continued on page 2

Two major projects are under-
way this summer at Brooklyn 
Primary School as a result of 
the passage of the school bond. 

Smart Security System 
Brooklyn will receive a mod-

ern security system that will 
allow the staff and district of-
fice to know exactly who is in 
the building and how they got 
there. All visitors will be direct-
ed to Brooklyn’s main

entrance on Washington 
Street. Visitors will enter 
through the main doors into a 
secure vestibule and will com-
municate with frontline staff 
via video intercom. After de-
termining whether to allow 
access to the individual, doors 
will be opened from inside the 
office. All other exterior doors 

will be locked at all times and 
monitored through an access 
control system. Staff will no 
longer use physical keys for ex-
terior doors, but will use a key 
card that allows entry through 
select exterior doors. Each key 
card swipe will be logged and 
tracked by the security system. 
Security cameras throughout 
the building will record activi-
ty at select interior and exteri-
or areas. A new public address 
system will improve communi-
cation between the front office 
and classrooms. Also, the Dis-
trict will install a modern fire 
alarm system that meets cur-
rent code requirements. These 
are just some of the options and 
benefits of the system to help 
keep students and staff safe. 

Brooklyn Primary School Receiving 
Major Upgrades to HVAC 

and Security Systems

Project Engineer Bill Carter explained that the antiquated boiler will be 
disconnected once the new HVAC system is in place.

Bailee Wirth, who just completed the 5th grade at Keating 
Elementary, loves history and doing research. It’s no surprise 
that she was very passionate about this year’s Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) Essay Contest, the topic of 
which was the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

Mrs. Wilde who was the Keating principal (and is now 
moving to Baker Middle School) said, “Bailee is a very tal-
ented and creative writer. She is very engaged with history 
and loves doing research; and this was an excellent opportu-
nity to put her skills to work.”

Bailee’s first step with the competition was at the local lev-
el that covers a wide area throughout northeast Oregon. She 
earned first place and then advanced to the state level.

“Her essay stood out because she successfully wove a fic-
tional component in with historical facts, and ultimately won 
the state competition in her age group. This was so excit-
ing, and we all are so proud of her!” said Mrs. Wilde. “All 
of the Keating students were enthused about the contest, as 
it is their first opportunity to write a research paper com-
plete with citations and a bibliography.”

Bailee Wirth Wins State 
DAR Essay Contest

Continued on page 3

Bailee accepting her award from DAR
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Shout 
Outs

Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from 

teachers, parents, community members - anyone 

who wants to recognize someone for a job well 

done. Submissions can be 100 words or less. 

Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Shout Out to these 
Outgoing BMS Teachers, 
Laura Morely and Kate 
Johnson!
These two teachers have 
done a tremendous job of 
sharing the 7th grade sci-
ence position for the past 
five years.  Kate Johnson 
taught the morning classes, 
and Laura Morely taught the 
afternoon classes. Split po-
sitions take careful planning 
and coordination to achieve 
a successful outcome for 
kids. These teachers have 
worked collaboratively to 
run a consistent course-
work schedule so that 
students receive a high- 
quality teaching/learning 
experience no matter what 
time of day they are sched-
uled. Often when one has to 
be absent due to illness or 
appointments, the other will 
cover. They are both leav-
ing BMS at the end of the 
school year for new hori-
zons: Laura Morely is mov-
ing to Vermont to work with 
her husband on his fami-
ly’s maple syrup farm, and 
Kate Johnson has taken a 
half time biology position at 
Baker High School. We ap-
preciate the great teaching 
they have provided for Bak-
er Middle School students 
and wish them well as they 
begin new adventures!
--Betty Palmer

Shout Out to all These 
Great People and 
Organizations!
Shout out to Amanda John-

son for recording the BELC 
Walk and Ride to School 
Day as our kids rolled past 
Baker High School. Cutest 
video ever!

Shout out to Andy Micka, 
Safe Families of Oregon, 
and the Compassion Center 
for helping our Baker fami-
lies.

Shout out to Kathie Pointer 
and Saint Alphonsus Med-
ical Center for the Com-
munity Health Worker ser-
vices that have been part 
of the Baker Early Learn-
ing Center and the District 
this year. The ability to ac-
cess needed resources has 
helped us help our families 
and students.
--Angela Lattin

Shout Out to Megan and 
Matt at the Trailhead!
I would like to give a big 
thank you and shout out 
to Megan and Matt at The 
Trailhead. For my last GO-
ASAP trip, we biked the 
south shore of Phillips Lake. 
Megan and Matt transport-
ed bikes and helmets for 
all participants. I appreciate 
our local businesses!
--Mandie Rose

Shout Out to 
Paraprofessionals!
Shout out to the paraprofes-
sional staff at BELC. Without 
their support, I would not be 
able to do my job from day 
to day. These people make 
things run smoothly, and I 

would like them to be recog-
nized for the amazing sup-
port they provide every day!
--Melisa Garner

Shout Out to Emoke!
Shout out to Emoke Mar-
vin, the amazing secretary 
at BELC! The kids sum it 
up quite well when they 
describe her as the boss. 
Without her, we would all be 
lost! Thanks, Emoke!
--Melissa Garner

Shout Out to Sharon 
Paine, Mayte Alverado, 
and Lillian White!
Shout out to Sharon Paine, 
Mayte Alverado, and Lillian 
White, my wonderful kinder-
garten teaching team mates 
this year. The three of you 
were instrumental in making 
this year a success for all of 
our students, and you have 
been a joy to me.
--Melissa Garner

Shout Out to Baker 
Middle School!
I would like to give shout outs 
to Baker Middle School’s 
own Alayna Carpenter, Bet-
ty Palmer, and Jodi Thew for 
their hard work and dedica-
tion!
--Jim Howerton

Shout Out to Curtis 
Dunn!
Thanks, Curtis Dunn, for 
overseeing the relocation 
of over a ton of office stuff 
from BMS to the district of-
fice while still smiling.
--The BMS office staff

case a significant amount 
of existing and new data 
cabling inside a new ca-
ble tray, creating a neater 
appearance in Brooklyn’s 
hallways. The subcon-
tractor for the security 
system is Davis Securi-
ty and Electric Group, 
based in Baker City.

Major HVAC and 
Electrical Upgrade

Brooklyn’s existing 
heating system is an an-
tiquated and inefficient 
steam system with many 
components dating from 
original building con-
struction in 1955 or the 
building additions in 
1972. The system has 
reached the end of its life. 
While the existing sys-
tem only provided heat 
from a steam boiler serv-
ing heating units mount-
ed under the classroom windows, Project Engineer Bill Carter 
with Musgrove Engineering explained the new HVAC system 
will provide heating, cooling, and natural ventilation. 

The new system will include multiple rooftop units that will 
distribute heat, cooling, and natural ventilation evenly through 
the building via new duct work. Because there will be 20 indi-
vidual HVAC zones in the building (approximately one unit per 
two classrooms), the new system offers more redundancy and 
individual control than the old system. The system will be op-
erated through a Direct Digital Control (DDC) interface that en-
ables maintenance staff to manage and troubleshoot the system 
via computer or cell phone. This includes alerts to maintenance 
staff’s cell phones that will help avert any emergencies (such as 
freezing pipes) during times when the school is closed. 

The need for improved air quality was a major factor in the 
decision to make these upgrades. Carter noted that this is 
especially important for situations involving airborne illness, 
such as flu or COVID, and for other factors like intense smoke 
from forest fires. Through sensors placed throughout the build-
ing, the DDC system will be able to analyze when there is a need 
for additional outside air flow or, in the case of poor outside air 
quality, to shut off the flow. Cooling is another important factor, 
affording students and faculty comfort and the ability to focus on 
learning during the summer months.

Because Brooklyn is adding cooling and ventilation, the build-
ing’s electrical service must be increased to serve the new equip-
ment. The existing 600 amp service, which is original to the 
building, will be replaced with a new 1600 amp service. Current 

(Continued from page 1) 

The security team discusses the 
strategy for implementing the new 
system.

(Continued on page 4) 
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Shout Out to Jonet and 
Katy!
Thank you to Jonet and Katy 
for being so patient and flex-
ible with having to work out 
of the high school this sum-
mer. Your Brooklyn staff 
appreciates everything you 
do for us all year! You are 
amazing! 
--Channin Becker

Special Education
Shout Out to Betty 
Palmer!
Baker Middle School staff 
would like to give a huge 
shout out to Betty Palmer 
for stepping in to finish the 
year with us. She helped 
make the transition smooth,  
and we all finished the year 
strong. Thank you for your 
leadership and hard work, 
Betty!

Shout Out to Eagle Cap 
Colleagues!
A last shout out to the most 
amazing team I have ever 
been privileged to join in 
my 27 years as an educa-
tor. Heartfelt thanks to all of 
my Eagle Cap colleagues, 
who took the wild ride we 
were given and rolled with it 
in such fine style. To Annet-
ta Evans, who set things in 
motion with a simple phrase, 
“Let’s build a school that fits 
the kids.” 
Thank you to Katelyn Stahl, 

Mike Popa, and Boston 
Colton for their hard work 
and student support. Thank 
you to Maggie Banta, Julie 
Gentry, and Scott Compton 
who saw room to improve, 
rolled up their sleeves, and 
started to build from their 
day one. And thank you to 
Emoke Marvin, Liz Smock, 
and Torie Andrews for help-
ing me to manage all of the 
above, while setting a vibe 
where I know kids felt that 
they mattered. 
Not going far, but please 

Shout Outs

Bailee said, “It’s fun doing re-
search, and the chance to be creative 
was even more fun. One of the most 
interesting things I learned is that 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
is guarded at all times.”

“We had a story prompt, and I 
went on different websites to do my 
research. I took part of the informa-
tion and then added other informa-
tion,” she explained.

Bailee also said that she won a 
medal and $150 for her writing ef-
forts.

“So far, I have spent $20 on stuff 
for my cat,” shared Bailee.

Besides writing, Bailee said she 
loves going to her Grandma and 
Grandpa’s house and helping them 

with their cows.
“Personally, I have two cows, 

two heifers, and one steer. My par-
ents said I have to get bigger before 
I show a steer at the fair, so I am 
taking a pig. Its name is Pork and 
Beans,” she said. 

Bailee is the daughter of Jason and 
Mandi Wirth and the granddaughter 
of Janice and John Wirth. Janice 
served as the Keating bus driver for 
over 40 years and still substitutes. 

Bailee is not the first member 
of her family to participate in the 
DAR’s annual essay contest. Her 
older brother Tyler submitted an es-
say when he was her age and earned 
first place at the regional contest.

Essay by Bailee Wirth
     It all started July 28, 1914, when my brother Andrew went to fight in 
World War I in France. My brother was a great person and I would have 
done anything for him. He wasn’t just my brother, he was my best friend. 
When he went to war I just hoped I would see him again, but while he 
was serving, he disappeared and no one ever saw him again. My family 
and I were devastated. I didn’t just lose my brother, I lost my best friend.
     On November 11, 1921, my family and I were invited to see the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, which was a couple years after my brother dis-
appeared. A couple weeks later we went and visited the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier. My family and I were grateful that we could go to this very 
special event. When my family and I went to the ceremony we looked at 
the beautiful tomb, it was the most beautiful thing I had ever seen. It was 
huge and from as far away as I was, I could still see that it was made 
out of marble. I went up to the guards and asked, “How much does the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier weigh?” They said, “The base of The Tomb 
weighs over 158 tons.” My family and I were so surprised. We wondered 
how much it was worth because marble was a lot of money.
     The meaning of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is to honor the peo-
ple in World War I.
     According to the Arlington Cemetery website, “In October 1921, four 
bodies of unidentified U.S. military personnel were exhumed from dif-
ferent American military cemeteries in France. The unknown soldiers 
were placed on a horse-drawn carriage and taken to Arlington National 
Cemetery. Nationwide, Americans observed two minutes of silence at the 
beginning of the ceremony.”
     The Tomb represents all the soldiers that served for us and lost their 
lives for everyone to survive and not have to deal with a war. It is for the 
people who died and no one knew who they were. Thousands of people 
risked their life and The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is to hope that 
people will respect that. You are free and safe, because of those people 
and that is the most important thing that the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier represents. According to the Arlington National website, “The Tomb 
sarcophagus is decorated with three wreaths on each side panel (north 
and south). On the front (east), three figures represent Peace, Victory 
and Valor. The back (west) features the inscription: “Here rests in hon-
ored glory an American soldier known but to God.”

     Bibliography  “The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.” Arlington National Cemetery, www.arlingtoncemetery.
mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier.

(Continued from page 1)

Bailee with the DAR ladies

know--I will miss you all!
Cheers,
Thomas Joseph, Ed.D.

Shout Out to Gina 
Perkins
The district would like to 
recognize Gina Perkins 
for all her work writing 
and designing our Bulldog 
Pride issues over the past 
several months. Thank 
you, Gina!
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Free Breakfast and 
Lunch Offered to 

Children
Join us weekdays in 
the Baker High School 
commons area for breakfast 
from 9-9:30am and lunch 
from 12-12:30pm! FREE to 
all children 18 and younger 
- no registration necessary.
-----------------------------

Thanks, 
Leadership Team!

Enormous thanks to the 
Baker Bulldog Nation 
Leadership team for co-
sponsoring an Original 
Top Ramen food drive 
for the Backpack Food 
Program. Between the two 
groups, over 300 packages 
of Ramen were collected!
-----------------------------

You're Encouraged to 
Attend School Board 

Meetings
Did you know that Baker 
School District 5J school 
board meetings are open to 
the public and that details 
for participation can be 
found via the calendar on 
the District website home 
page at www.baker5j.org
-----------------------------
Attention: The Bulldog 
Pride is moving to a quar-
terly publication schedule.
-----------------------------
Kids had all kinds of learn-
ing opportunities and fun 
at STEAM camp, including 
robotics, drones, and pro-
gramming. During Wilder-
ness Survival Camp, they 
learned about building 
shelters, plant identifica-
tion, and how to use a com-
pass.

nationwide supply chain issues have greatly increased  electrical gear 
lead times. Though the District ordered Brooklyn’s electrical gear in 
March 2022, it is not expected to ship until a year later in March 2023. 
Once the electrical gear is installed, the contractor will be able to finish 
and turn on the new HVAC system. Project completion at Brooklyn is 
planned for Summer 2023.

Gyllenberg Construction of Baker City was awarded the contract for 
the Brooklyn projects. The HVAC subcontractor is Valley Metal & Heat-
ing of Baker City, and the electrical subcontractor is Campbell Electric 
of Ontario. Wenaha Group from Pendleton is the Project Manager, LKV 
Architects from Boise leads the design team, and Musgrove Engineering 
of Boise is the mechanical and electrical engineer.

All district schools will be receiving security and HVAC upgrades over 
the next two years, with bond projects overseen by the district’s Citizens’ 
Bond Oversight Committee. Stay up-to-date on bond projects by visiting 
the district’s bond projects website: www.bakersdbond.org

Much of the wiring 
will be encased by 
Gyllenberg Con-
struction.

(Continued from page 2)

Be sure to sign up on the                
alumni website to connect with        
other former students and staff !                         
www.baker5jalumni.org/
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The Backpack Program 
Food Drive

Congratulations to BHS Alumni Caitlyn Calaway, who 
earned gold and silver medals in swimming at the Special 
Olympics Games held in Orlando, FL.

Congratulations, Caitlyn Calaway

Be sure to sign up on the                
alumni website to connect with        
other former students and staff !                         
www.baker5jalumni.org/

Attention! Baker School District will again be providing
all K-6 school supplies for the upcoming school year. 
Students will just need to bring their own backpacks.

Thank you, Les Schwab, for 
donating and presenting 

championship rings to Jaden 
Martin and Emma Baeth! 

Jaden won the wrestling state 
championship title and Emma 

won the record setting 1500 
meter race at the Class 4A 

State Track meet.

Cris Schuh finished his first 
national shoot experience with a 96 and 
97 score,  for a total of 193. The Baker 

Bulldog Trap team placed fourth at State! 
Congratulations!

Congratulations, Logan Capon, 
Connor Chastain, and Hayden Younger 
for earning Baseball All-State honors!
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Spotlights
Happenings 

from around the 

District

Haines soon-to-be 4th graders 
enjoyed a walking field trip to 
the Eastern Oregon Museum just 
before summer break.

Congratulations to Joy Kerns, who won the 4-H champion 
measuring and muffin contest held at the OSU Extension Office.

Congratulations to the Boys Golf 
Team, which placed second at 
State!

Summer Academy

Congratulations to the       
Baker Bulldog Trap Team 

which placed fourth at State!
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Alumni Profile

Elaine Swanson’s adventures since her graduation from 
Baker High School in 2009 have been incredible.

She graduated from Southern Oregon University in 
2013 with a bachelor’s dergee in Business and Non-Profit 
Management, and from there moved to Australia. With an 
interest in joining the Peace Corps someday, Elaine said, 
“I really wanted solo international experience.”

Her passion for vegetable production and farm manage-
ment came alive when she joined an organization called 
Worldwide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF) 
which, according to their website, links visitors with or-
ganic farmers, promotes an educational exchange, and 
builds a global community conscious of ecological farm-
ing practices. As part of her experience, she also worked 
with disadvantaged children and marginalized commu-
nities, and taught them about growing food and working 
with the land, which she found very rewarding.

Elaine said, “I traveled all over Australia. I landed in 
Sydney and farm-hopped every two weeks to a month, up 
and down the east coast. Then I went down to Tasmania, 
back up to Melbourne, and then over to the west side of 
the country.”

Eventually, she landed in Roleystone, where she got a 
job as one of the caretakers for a stunning 145-acre Botan-
ical Garden called Araluen.

“I loved working at Araluen and planned to work 
through the rest of my visa there. I was hoping to get a 
permanent position at the garden and stay in Australia,” 
said Elaine. Sadly, the rug was suddenly pulled out from 
under her when she became seriously ill. Roleystone is 
close to Perth, which is considered the most isolated cap-
ital city in the world. Being that ill and so far away from 
home, her doctors in Australia advised her to return to the 

United States.
After recovering and realizing her Peace Corps goals 

would be put on hold for years, she decided to join Amer-
iCorps and had a service project at Portland Community 
College’s Rock Creek Campus Learning Garden. Here, 
she was working with ESL students and coordinating the 
volunteer program and the farm stand.

When her project was completed with AmeriCorps, she 
decided she wanted to merge her business and agriculture 
passions with a master’s degree in Agricultural Econom-
ics and Management.

She began talking to her family about next steps and a 
cousin suggested she consider the Swedish University of 
Agriculture Sciences in Uppsala. With her ancestors being 
from Sweden, and that university being among the world’s 
best, she decided to try solo international traveling via 
WWOOFing yet again.

“I was in Sweden for six months and had some amazing 
experiences. I actually lived in a castle and worked on the 
grounds, which had been turned into a small village com-
munity,” she explained.

Again, she loved it and wanted to try for a student visa 
after she was accepted into the program.

“I felt very comfortable in Sweden, and really respected 
the University and their mission,” she said.

Unfortunately, as an international student the university 
required that all of the tuition for the program be paid up 
front. Coming in third place for the full-ride scholarship, 
she did not have the funds to pay the upfront costs. Her 
visa process subsequently fell through, and yet again had 
to move back to the States. She found a job for the summer 
and fall seasons at a farm outside of White Salmon, Wash-
ington while she figured out her next steps. Through a se-
ries of networking and chance encounters, she was offered 

the opportunity to move to Brooklyn, New York, and was 
hired to work at a company called Gotham Greens. This 
was a hydroponic, rooftop farm above a Whole Foods in 
Gowanus, Brooklyn. She managed a 20,000 square foot 
greenhouse and a crew of six, while growing millions of 
lettuce heads, herbs, and tomatoes per year.

“It was amazing to be able to farm in the middle of 
Brooklyn. I really valued their hyperlocal model and the 
greenhouse was state-of-the-art. The move to NYC was a 
big deal to me and my family. Ever since Australia, I’ve 
just felt this endless drive to continually push out my com-
fort zones. For reference, I grew up in Sumpter. To be able 
to move to Brooklyn and thrive on my own was huge for 
me. And I did. Throughout my time at Gotham, I became 
more academically interested in plant sciences, the variety 
of plant habitats, and the future of food production with 
hydroponics,” Elaine said. “I wanted to see what I could 
accomplish next,” she added.

She learned that the Chief Greenhouse Officer for Go-
tham Greens had previously worked with NASA in an 
Antarctica greenhouse project utilizing hydroponics. As 
a lifelong Trekkie, Elaine learned of the perfect combi-
nation of her interests, space travel and growing food, 
called astrobotany. She set the goal to become an intern 
for NASA’s astrobotany unit, but had to return to school 
in a STEM program to do so.

She left New York at the end of 2017, and in January of 
2018 she committed herself to a post-baccalaureate degree 
at Oregon State University in Mathematical Biology and 
Botany. In summer of 2018, she completed her goal by be-
coming an intern at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. She 
worked in the astrobotany unit studying plants in space. 
During that time, she tested new lines of dwarf plants, 
seed orientation prior to launch of seeds to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS), and developed a microgreen 
growth chamber for a greenhouse in Antarctica. Not only 
are the plants grown on the ISS the only source of leafy 
greens and herbs for the astronauts to eat, but DNA analy-
sis of the plants determines the effects of them growing in 
microgravity and an artificial environment.

“Understanding plant stress is one of the most vital re-
search initiatives for modern times,” she said.

Elaine completed this internship in fall 2018, and it mo-
tivated her to be steadfast in her academics.

“I saw what a STEM degree could do for me and my 
future.” On June 10, 2022, Elaine graduated from OSU 
with a 4.0 GPA and as a member of the Pi Mu Epsilon 
honor society. She is proud of the fact that she was able 
to do so without incurring any student debt and was fully 
funded through a hodgepodge of NASA, botany, and math 
scholarships, long-term house-sitting gigs, and paying it 
off herself.

“I worked obsessively hard, and I’d do it all over again,” 
Elaine said. “Eight months before my graduation, I had 
a meeting with my academic advisor on next steps post-
OSU. He recommended I ‘go for it’ with some big name  
 
 
 

What’s Her Next Adventure?

(Continued on page 8)
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South Baker Intermediate students enjoyed 
the bouncy house during their field day.

Congratulations to Gauge 
Bloomer for being select-
ed to play in the East-West 

Shrine Football Game!

We love this garden. What an amazing 
effort between partners it took to make 
this happen. Shout out to our wonderful 
moms who made this possible and to our 
local community - Behlen Mfg. Co., Mill-
ers Lumber & Truss, Bi-Mart Membership 
Discount Stores - it takes a village to make 
something amazing happen!

Summer Academy kids had fun hiking around 
Anthony Lake!

Summer Academy kids enjoyed lots of differ-
ent activities at Anthony Lake

universities because I had the grades, experience, and the motivation. 
I applied to eight master’s and PhD programs and was accepted into 
seven of them including Oxford, Harvard, Oregon State University, 
University of Arizona, University of Washington, Willamette Univer-
sity, and Michigan State. I was denied by Cornell,” Elaine said.

“Now I’ve been given the opportunity to decide which program I 
want to choose. And that was Harvard. I’ll be leaving for Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, on August 12!” said Elaine.

She will be in a two-year master’s program studying Computational 
Engineering and doing research on climate change’s impact on large 
scale agriculture, pursuing her passion for the future of food. Her ul-
timate goal is to work for NASA Harvest doing satellite data analysis 
for photosynthetic activity of large-scale food systems and oceanic or-
ganisms.

Elaine is determined to have no barriers.
“I want to know what it feels like to truly live my life. I’ve been 

through so much good and bad, and I’ve reached this point where I 
refuse to listen to anyone tell me what I am capable of,” she said. This 
Dr. Suess quote probably sums up Elaine’s outlook on life the best: 
“You’re off to great places! Today is your day! Your mountain is wait-
ing, so…Get on your way!”

Much to her family’s delight, Elaine is spending the 2022 summer at 
home in Baker City before  her next big move. She wanted to immerse 
herself in the community again and has managed to keep herself quite 
busy. She is currently the 3rd grade teacher for the school district’s 
Summer Academy, is putting on three Math/Nature camps for K-6th 
students, and is the resident math tutor for Blue Mountain Community 
College.

We can’t wait to see what is in store for her next.

(Continued from page 7)
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